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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
The end of the growing season is often bittersweet. Our first snowfall and our first seed 
catalogs are a reminder that winter is finally here! In this season of giving thanks, we 
now take time to reflect on our activities and accomplishments of the past year and 
reach out again to thank everyone who has helped communicate our mission on behalf 
of this wonderful organization, steeped in tradition. At the heart of everything we do is 
our commitment to engaging and teaching gardeners—current as well as future FGS 
members—and promoting stewardship of this parkland. Our Gardens are many different 
things to many different stakeholders, but particularly for gardeners, it is a place of 
learning and community and a space for telling the story of this magical space.

We have had an extremely eventful year, and we are so grateful to every person who 
has worked hard all year, attended and participated in our events and committees, 
reached out to help fellow gardeners, encouraged others to join us, provided positive 
leadership and supported our efforts to educate and inform gardeners and visitors. Hard 
work has resulted in rewards, and the areas where we have fallen short in our hopes 
and expectations present new opportunities. Life is full of choices, and in our busy 
lives, where individuals have competing priorities such as family, work, health and other 
personal and professional challenges, we are so fortunate to have so many individuals 
who are committed to maintaining this beautiful space in the heart of the Fenway and 
who look for new ways they can support this community. 

A new local writer recently asked me “What’s so special about the Victory Gardens—
don’t you have hundreds of community gardens in the Boston area?” My immediate 
response was pointing out our unique status as the oldest continuously-operating 
Victory Gardens in the US as well as our place in the Emerald Necklace, located in the 
historic Back Bay Fens. As we discussed our rich history, I also pointed out our place 
in a changing environment—the Fenway is changing, Boston is changing—and it 
requires each of us to be engaged and to work together and collaboratively with those 
organizations and partners with the same purpose, at the same table. 

In our all-volunteer group of 390, what many would consider a “small” community, we 
are exceedingly diverse: the passion we share is our interest and love for gardening and 
community, and our commitment in keeping the Fenway Victory Gardens a safe and 
beautiful space for all of our members, friends and family, neighbors and visitors. We 
are privileged to do this work, and with your continued help, we will all learn and teach 
more, weed and harvest more, and, of course, celebrate more! To each of our members, 
supporters and partners, we thank you sincerely, and we wish you the happiest of holiday 
seasons with loved ones.

Elizabeth Bertolozzi

HISTORIC MILESTONE: PHRAGMITES 
MANAGEMENT
Hallelujah! This news has been a long time coming. Many people over many decades 
have worked very hard to address this difficult issue. 

2019 marked significant progress on two projects aimed at managing the Phragmites:

City of Boston Mowing and Seeding Pilot Program: The City received permission from 
Mass. Dept. of the Environment Protection to run a Pilot Program to cut the Phragmites, 
Japenese Knotweed, and other invasives. The area is being seeded with a native plant 
mix that will promote a diverse ecosystem. This work began in late April 2019 and will 
continue over the next few years. The management of these invasives is difficult and will 
require repeated mowing and reseeding to be successful.

Phase 2 of the Muddy River Restoration Project: The Army Corps of Engineers will 
award the contract for Phase 2 of the MRRP this year, and work will begin in 2020. This 
is a storm water management project which will remove much of the Phragmites and 
invasives on the Fenway Victory Garden side of the Muddy River.

Many thanks to Mayor Marty Walsh, Chief of the Environment Chris Cook, and former 
Director of Historic Parks Margaret Dyson for their leadership in making these projects 
happen. The residents and visitors to the Gardens and Fenway are much safer!



LETTER FROM THE VP OF 
THE PARK
As I look back on the 2019 season, the 
Victory Gardens had a very good year, and 
the Fenway Garden Society worked hard to 
fulfill its mission!  

2019 was filled with accomplishments! After 
a lot of effort and persuasion, the State of 
Massachusetts permitted a City of Boston 
Pilot Program to mow the Phragmites along 
the Muddy River and re-seed with native 
grasses. This has absolutely made the 
Gardens and the Fenway neighborhood 
safer. The Army Corps of Engineers is 
overseeing Phase 2 of the Muddy River 
Restoration Project, including the removal 
of the Phragmites from the Victory Garden 
side of the Muddy River. With the help of 
the FGS Tree Committee, the Boston Parks 
Department, and the Emerald Necklace 
Conservancy, approximately $80,000 of 
needed tree work was donated to FGS. 
FensFest was a big success. Along with 
good food, music and a big raffle, we even 
made a little money! During Community 
Participation Days and volunteer days with 
outside groups, we accomplished what we 
needed to do to keep the Gardens looking 
great. I was fortunate to secure donations 
and discounts totalling about $40,000 over 
the last 2 years from area businesses and 
organizations--everyone loves helping the 
Victory Gardens! These donations have 
enabled us to raise money in our raffles, 
promote participation and easily stay within 
our budget. We’ve had a big influx of new 
gardeners--over 100 last year and another 
100 this year--a testament to the resurgence 
of urban gardening and Olmsted’s vision of 

the Emerald Necklace as a refuge from the 
“hustle and bustle” of city life. 

I have tried to be fair and treat everyone 
equally, working with the Board of Area 
Directors in asking all gardeners to be 
compliant with our Guidelines & Regulations.  
It is not an easy job! I was excited to see 
gardeners gardening in their plots and see 
many gardens improved or completely 
transformed. Diligent care is required to 
keep a garden looking good throughout 
the growing season. Our rules, including 
maintaining good sightlines, are in place 
to provide safety and to ensure we are 
respectful of other gardeners and their 
growing spaces.

Though the growing season is fading, there 
is still time for gardening tips! Kale can still 
be harvested and is much sweeter after a few 
frosts. My microgreen production has moved 
indoors, but radicchio is still producing 
outside under the snow. Garlic and shallots 
can still be planted. (I plant garlic near where 
my tomatoes will go to make the best use 
of my growing space). Milkweed and other 
perennial seeds need a winter process and 
are ready to go outside now. Hopefully, you 
were able to pull your Dahlia tubers and 
bury your daffodil bulbs before the snow.  
Once the snow disappears, invigorate your 
growing beds by working in organic material 
with a back and forth motion with a shovel 
or pitchfork stuck in the ground--tilling or 
turning over the soil destroys the structure. 
Cover your beds over winter with a thick 
layer of leaf mulch or fallen deciduous leaves 
to protect your soil. I have removed invasives 
like Porcelain Berry and Purple Loosestrife 
to get a jump on my Spring cleanup. As 
you plan for your 2020 garden, know that 

the Victory Gardens are a data point for at 
least 6 scientific studies, so be mindful of 
the benefits of growing native plants. It is 
interesting to talk with the researchers about 
their observations and how our plantings 
influence what pollinators are present in the 
Gardens.

In all of my experiences this year, including 
outreach, fundraising, and working with 
volunteer groups, it has been exciting to 
have overwhelming interest and support 
from our City partners and our Fenway 
neighborhood businesses and organizations. 
I had the privilege to be a part of many 
groups this year--the ENC Park Overseers, 
Fenway Civic Association, Fenway Alliance, 
Fenway Community Center, Friends of the 
Muddy River, Charles River Watershed Assn., 
Charlesgate Alliance, the Fenway CDC, Back 
Bay Business Assn., Boston Park Advocates, 
South End Forum, D-4 Police Community 
Service meetings, the Fenway Neighborhood 
Improvement Committee and the Red Sox 
Neighborhood Advisory Group-- to ensure 
FGS was represented. 

Maintaining and promoting an attractive 
appearance in the Gardens has been my 
top priority, as it keeps the gardens safe and 
encourages participation and stewardship 
of the Victory Gardens. Thank you to all of 
those who help FGS, including our fellow 
gardeners, our City of Boston employees, 
and volunteers from area organizations and 
businesses...we are all in this together. 

HAPPY GARDENING!

Rick Richter

MICHELLE PARKOS
Vice President of Communications and 
Development
My main focus for this season was to fix the 
website and update the communications 
platform to Mailchimp. A lot of the website 
was fixed on the back end! Thank you to all 
who helped with this project! 

PAM JORGENSEN
Treasurer
Putting together the budget, which was 
presented to the membership at the 
April meeting, was the largest single time 
commitment in my job as Treasurer. Lately I 
have been working to prepare our tax return 
(yes, non profits are required to file with the 
IRS and the state) due in mid November.  
Since the beginning of the year I have 
been paying our expenses and depositing 
membership checks, proceeds from Fensfest, 
and donations as they come in. Finally, as 
year end approaches, I urge all of you to 
consider making a donation to FGS. CADEN AND SILAS BROWN, sons of FGS members Rebecca and Dennis Brown, have joined 

the ranks of citizen scientists in the Fenway. Congratulations on your success—we expect 
you’ll be planting more milkweed for 2020!



SAFETY AND SECURITY
Annie Wu

This year has been one of fruitful efforts 
improving safety and security around the 
gardens. Through diligent and effective 
outreach to the City by the FGS board, police 
and park ranger patrols were significantly 
increased compared to previous years. The 
phragmites were MOWED TO GROUND 
THREE TIMES—an unprecedented success that 
FGS members have wanted for decades. Had 
weather conditions and the Muddy River water 
level been more cooperative, the City would 
have mowed even more times. 

Many FGS members, including current 
and former Safety and Security Committee 
members, have long claimed, with convincing 
reasons, that the reeds contribute to the 
amount of safety and security incidents. This 
year we have the data.  

The security@fenwayvictorygardens.org email 
address is used to receive incident reports from 
members. As of December 5th, a total of 128 
incident reports were received in 2019. The 
majority of the reports were on break-in‘s and 
acts of vandalism. The following graph shows 
the number of incident reports relative to 
phragmites mowing. 

Although mowing is a stop-gap measure while 
we wait for the dredging project to begin, it is 
evident that mowing periodically is associated 
with significant reduction in the frequency of 
incident reports. On the flip side, the frequency 
of incidents can grow exponentially when the 
phragmites are allowed to grow uninterrupted 
for extended periods of time. 

Tips for Safe Gardening

Safety is a multi-prong effort by everyone 
involved. As the season comes to a closure, 
here are some tips for keeping your garden 
safer during the winter months and early 
spring.

Tip 1 - Have Clear Sightline
It‘s a good practice to not have any large 
structure that block the sightline into your 
ENTIRE garden from the pathways. Such 
structures attract unwanted visitors to hide 
underneath/behind them and do things in your 
garden that may not make you happy. Large 
structures tend to be those not in compliance 
with the FGS Guidelines and Regulations 
anyway, so leisurely read the Guidelines 
again over a holiday coffee and see if you 
find anything in your garden that needs some 
modification.

Tip 2 - Store Valuables Properly
Keep valuables at home, and not in the 
gardens. Valuables are anything that can be 
easily sold or exchanged for money or drugs.  
We understand lugging large gardening tools 
with you is practically impossible if you don‘t 
live close by. In this case please try to keep 
such large tools out of sight from pedestrians 
on the pathway. Having a large and beautiful 
locked toolbox, one that is easily appreciated 
from the pathway, may invite lock cutters.  

Tip 3 - Protect Your Perennials
It may snow heavily in the winter. Your four-foot 
fence may become a two-foot one in the deep 

winter for critters that would love to nibble 
on your nice perennials. If they are of high 
importance to you, try to protect them with 
hardware cloth or chicken wire for the winter.  
Mulch your tender perennials in case of a harsh 
winter.

Tip 4 - Early Spring Cleaning
The number of safety and security incidents 
usually reduces in the cold winter, but bounces 
back as spring arrives and more people, just 
like us gardeners, engage in outdoor activities.  
So when the weather starts to warm up, doing 
spring cleaning early not only soothes the 
garden bug in you, but also helps to announce 
that your garden is occupied, tended and not 
deserted for any trespassers to use at their 
discretion.  

We garden on public city land and we are 
a quintessential part of the city. As the 
2019 Chair of the FGS Safety and Security 
Committee, a former board member, and a 
17th-year FGS member, I would like to say a 
big thank you to Elizabeth Bertolozzi and Rick 
Richter for the positive impact resulting from 
their extensive and effective outreach to the 
City of Boston, the Boston Police Department 
and the Boston Parks Department.

Photo Above:
FGS President Elizabeth Bertolozzi and VP 
of the Park Rick Richter accepted the 2019 
Community Service Award from D4 Captain 
Sweeney, Commissioner Gross and Mayor 
Walsh for their partnership efforts with the 
Boston Police Department and Park Rangers in 
the Fenway Victory Gardens. In turn, Elizabeth 
and Rick would like to thank Annie Wu, Chair 
of the FGS Security Committee, for her hard 
work and detailed reporting. Thank you also to 
members of the FGS community and Security 
Committee who are vigilant and diligent in 
reporting—working together, we will keep 
the Gardens safe and inviting! [Photo credit:  
Jeremiah Robinson, Mayor Walsh’s Office]



A LETTER FROM 
MARGARET DYSON
Director of Historic Parks
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department

Dear Elizabeth and Rick,

Thank you for taking the time to walk the 
Gardens with us. We appreciate all the 
efforts the gardeners have made to improve 
their plots and the parkland within the 
Gardens. 

I’m delighted to hear the many positive 
reviews for the cutting of the reeds. We are 
also very pleased to see the Phragmites pilot 
project underway. It has been an enormous 
effort and will be for the next few years. 

You had asked about the seed mix. It is as 
follows:
Fox Sedge (Carex vulpinoidea), Lurid Sedge 
(Carex lurida), Blunt Broom Sedge (Carex 
scoparia),  Blue Vervain (Verbena hastata), 
Fowl Bluegrass (Poa palustris), Hop Sedge 
(Carex lupulina), Green Bulrush (Scirpus 
atrovirens),  Creeping Spike Rush (Eleocharis 
palustris),  Fringed Sedge (Carex crinita),  
Soft Rush (Juncus effusus), Spotted Joe Pye 
Weed (Eupatorium maculatum),   Rattlesnake 
Grass (Glyceria canadensis), Swamp aster 
(Aster puniceus),  Blueflag (Iris versicolor), 
Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata), 
Square stemmed Monkey Flower (Mimulus 
ringens).  

This is not a quick fix. The phragmites must 
regrow somewhat between cuttings to draw 
energy from the rhizomes and the seeding 
is expected to take at least two seasons to 
establish. Seed producers state that best 
results are on a completely clear, vegetation 
free area. That condition is generally 
delivered through the use of herbicides. We 
are not doing that for this effort, so patience 
and persistence will be key. 

As we have worked on the phragmites many 
people have noted how the openness and 
sight lines contribute to the park experience. 
While overall the gardens look great, it was 
discouraging to see that some plots have not 
addressed oversized plants and structures 
that obscure sight lines in the gardens. 

I know that the rules have been clear and in 
place since at least 2006. It would seem that 
more than a decade would be adequate time 
for these plot holders to bring their areas 
into compliance. A plot within a public park 
comes with a different set of responsibilities 
and obligations than private property. Both 
the Society and the individual gardeners 
do need to meet those responsibilities and 
obligations. 

As we work together it would also be helpful 
to clarify the management of waste. Parks 
understanding is that the Society managed 
four types of waste

• Soft plant materials (those without woody 
parts - flowers, grass, leaves, vegetables)

• Woody plant materials (tree and shrub 

trunks, limbs and branches, grape vines, 
and rose canes)

• Recyclables (materials amenable to 
recycling, from soda bottles and flower pots 
to wire fencing and lumber)

• Trash (‘none of the above’)  
    
It appears that the Society’s current 
management for c and d do not meet the 
needs of gardeners given the amount of 
garden waste in the park trash barrels. 
The park cannot absorb the waste being 
generated by the gardeners. A more robust 
management system is clearly needed. We  
discussed the value of the society having a 
dumpster available on a monthly basis to 
manage the debris. Please let us know if this 
is feasible and, if not, how the gardeners will 
ensure their waste is properly managed. 

Again we do appreciate all the value 
the gardens bring to the park and hope 
that the Department’s investments have 
had a positive effect. We look forward to 
working with you to improve the conditions 
throughout the Fens for all park users 
including gardeners. 

Best,
Margaret

TIPS FOR SECURING 
YOUR PLOT OVER 
WINTER
• Encouraging gardeners to improve their 
sightlines now (since little will grow until 
spring); 

• bring plots into compliance with rules and 
regulations (including trellises, which are 
sometimes covered with tarps to create 
shelters);

• secure their plots with strong, weatherproof 
locks (some gardens are secured only with 
small luggage locks);

• removing toolboxes, either storing them 
elsewhere or, at least, out of sight (many 
break-ins are motivated by people looking 
for simple tools);

• taking down and hiding umbrellas (some 
break-ins are motivated by people looking 
for shelter from rain or snow);

• checking in on your and your neighbors’ 
plots periodically throughout the winter; 

• report any incidents to both the security 
email and D4.

Gardeners learning about shrub pruning Gardeners from the rose pruning workshop

ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS POSTPONED
Dear gardeners,

On friday, December 6, the board met and voted to postpone the winter annual 
meeting and election until a new date later in January. We received a petition 
signed by at least 40 members expressing concern regarding the date of December 
21. We hope delaying the meeting and election will allow more members to feel 
comfortable and be in attendance. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
reach out any board member directly or use the info@fenwayvictorygardens.org 
email address.

Sincerely, 
The Executive Board



FGS WAITLIST
We have talked extensively about our robust 
Waitlist at Board meetings, at CPD and 
other FGS events! Integral to our mission 
of engaging and teaching gardeners how 
to garden is the importance of gardening 
access for every City of Boston resident. In 
the last 2 years, we have had hundreds of 
requests to join our Waitlist. Our goal last 
year and this year was to appeal to new 
applicants using notices and mailings along 
with an easy way for applicants to join the 
Waitlist: applicants have been added from 
our website, by mail and phone requests, 
and by signing up during one of our FGS 
events. Fortunate for many of us, there are 
no tests or other criteria needed to get in 

line on the Waitlist. One does not need 
to be a Master Gardener or to even have 
gardening skills—just that they express an 
interest in gardening with us and agree to 
follow our Guidelines & Regulations.  

We are very fortunate to have had hundreds 
of interested applicants on our Waitlist this 
year, and the list continues to grow even 
after the growing season—3 individuals 
have joined just since Thanksgiving! This is a 
testament to the value of our unique Victory 
Gardens as well as community gardening 
space in general.

We often receive member requests for 
information on “additional gardens.” In 
accordance with our Guidelines, additional 

garden requests are considered if there is no 
Waitlist and if the request is approved by the 
Executive Board. In the absence of a Waitlist, 
members “after having served the FGS in a 
substantial way” may request an additional 
plot. These requests are considered and 
voted on by the Executive Board.

We continue to strive to keep as wide 
a membership as possible, welcoming 
gardeners of all abilities and all 
demographics to garden with us in this 
unique space!

FGS ENTRANCE GARDENS
Submitted by: Hadley Berkowitz, Perennial 
Gardens

The Fenway Victory Gardens attracts 
hundreds of visitors each year. Visitors are 
fascinated by its rich history and prominent 
location in one of Boston’s most renowned 
public parks. Many of those visitors have 
trouble locating the gardens in large part 
because they lack a formal entrance.

Through a partnership with COG Design, 
a nonprofit organization that connects 
community groups with landscape design 
services, we are in the process of designing 
an entrance garden at the corner of Boylston 
Street and Park Drive that will reflect the 
significance of the nation’s oldest continually 
operating victory garden. To do this, we have 
looked back at the history of the gardens 
and the park in which they were created as 
inspiration for the design.

The Victory Gardens are located in the 
historic Back Bay Fens, a public park 
designed in the late 1800s by Frederick 
Law Olmsted that is a designated Boston 
Landmark and is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Olmsted was 
first brought to Boston to address the 
contamination of a tidal marsh on the site 
and ended up creating an entire park system 
called the Emerald Necklace. Olmsted’s 
vision for the park was that it would have 
“a rural, naturalistic character” and reflect 
the “beauty of the fields, the meadow, 
the prairie, or green pastures, and the still 
waters.”

The original Olmsted plant lists for the 
Emerald Necklace are reflective of Olmsted’s 
design intent. In addition to the salt marsh 
plants used along the water, the plan 
contains numerous plants that are native 
to the New England region. Olmsted 
favored trees such as oaks, maples, birch 
and dogwood, shrubs such as winterberry, 

summersweet and viburnum and perennials 
such as New England aster and wild 
geranium.

We have scoured the Olmsted plant list to 
select plants that have the most ornamental 
qualities and that are an appropriate size 
for this small entry garden. We have relied 
exclusively on native plants for this garden as 
they are more sustainable than non-natives 
and provide important ecological benefits 
such as support for birds and pollinators and 
reduced reliance on water. They are also in 
keeping with the distinct New England rural 
aesthetic embraced by Olmsted in his design 
of the Emerald Necklace.

By drawing on the past, we believe we can 
create a ceremonial entrance that will honor 
Olmsted’s legacy while welcoming visitors to 
this vibrant piece of Boston history.

FGS ENTRANCE GARDENS 
PROJECT AND 1241 
BOYLSTON STREET 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT/
RESULTING $25K 
RESTRICTED FUNDS
As you may be aware, a developer recently 
received approval to build a hotel in the 
space located at the site of the current Shell 
gas station on Boylston Street across from 
our Entrance Garden. After the project was 
announced in early 2018, FGS submitted a 
comment letter to BPDA in connection with 
the proposed plan given its impact on our 
Entrance Garden, our main entrance to the 

Gardens. A copy of the proposal, along with 
public comments, is in the public record 
with BPDA. After many starts and stops, 
in early October 2019, we were delighted 
to receive notice that a $25K payment to 
FGS for the FGS Entrance Gardens Project 
was included in the BPDA Board approval 
memo following the BPDA’s mid-August 
2019 meeting. These funds are distributable 
to FGS at the issuance of a Building Permit 
by the City, although we do not have any 
indication of a timeline on when that will 
be. Representatives of OTO (including 
Vince Tiberi), the building developer, have 
requested ongoing updates from FGS on the 
FGS Entrance Gardens Project.

The FGS Board would like to recognize the 
strong advocacy of both the IAG and the 
FCA in helping FGS secure these funds for 

this long-awaited project to improve our 
Entrance Gardens. The Board wishes to 
thank and recognize the exhaustive work 
and professionalism of the key individuals 
with COGDesign (Jennifer Kimball) and 
Perennial Gardens (Ellen Abdow, Katie 
Wilcock and Hadley Berkowitz) in drafting 
and revising the landscape design which we 
submitted to the Landmarks Commission, 
and which received approval, in April 
2019. COGDesign and Perennial Gardens 
have provided FGS with pro-bono services 
since late 2017 in connection with the FGS 
Entrance Gardens Project. We look forward 
to breaking ground on this important 
project!

View the documents on the website under 
the about section.



PRUNING WORKSHOPS & 
PRUNING TUTORIAL
FGS gardeners were treated to some 
top-notch pruning instruction this season!  
Three different pruning seminars were 
organized by Susan Povak, co-chair of the 
Tree Committee, members of the Tree 
Committee, and Rick Richter, VP of the 
Park. These sessions were well-attended 
and provided valuable instruction to FGS 
members on techniques, tools and safety 
along with hands-on training:

“Spring-blooming Shrubs & Vines Pruning 
Seminar” and “Summer-blooming Shrubs 
& Vines Seminar” with noted arborist Jen 
Kettell.  Jen served as a horticulturist at 
Harvard’s Arnold Arboretum for more than 
a decade. She now offers onsite trainings to 
green organizations and home gardeners in 
New England through her firm, Radiant Leaf 
Consulting.

“Rose Pruning Seminar” with Dave 
Cannistraro. Dave is a Master Rosarian and 
owner of Just Roses landscaping company.  
In addition to dodging the raindrops for this 
seminar, Dave provided instruction on tool-

sharpening and gave each attendee a new 
set of pruners!

Take this opportunity to read through the 
FGS Tree/Shrub Pruning Tutorial, prepared 
by the Tree Committee, on our website:
https://fenwayvictorygardens.
org/2019/12/05/pruning-tutorial/

FGS TREE PRUNING & 
MAINTENANCE
The tree pruning and maintenance work 
performed in the Fenway Victory Gardens 
at the beginning of 2019 was an enormous 
success!  This work promoting tree health 
received high marks from gardeners:  trees 
looked healthier and more attractive, and 
nearby gardens benefited with airier and 
brighter plots this growing season.  

We want to again acknowledge the 

important collaboration between the 
Conservancy’s Olmsted Tree Society, Boston 
Parks & Recreation and FGS Tree Committee 
co-chairs, Marie Fukuda and Susan Povak, 
and the Tree Committee members--all who 
worked so hard to make this project a reality.  
Thank you also to Rick Richter, VP of the 
Park, for coordinating the work, and to all 
the FGS members who facilitated access for 
arborists Maltby & Company--with over 50 
trees on the project list, this work touched 
every corner of the Gardens!

For details on the project, check out the ENC 
Press Release on our website:
https://fenwayvictorygardens.org/
2019/12/05/tree-pruning-and-maintenance/

VOLUNTEER GROUPS IN THE GARDENS
We were delighted to again host a long list of eager and energetic 
volunteers and guests in the Victory Gardens this season! Each of 
these outings started with a brief history of the Gardens, training and 
safety reminders, and ended with many tired, thirsty but happy visitors.  
Projects included weeding, chipping paths, helping FGS gardeners 
in need and identifying and removing invasives. We were so grateful 
for the extra hands and for our time together talking about our shared 
goals, including stewardship of our green spaces such as the Victory 
Gardens and the importance of environmental protection!

• Boston University FYSOP/First Year Student Outreach Project (3 days)
• Colleges of the Fenway/”Environmental Forum” Students
• CRWA/Charles River Cleanup “20th Annual Earth Day”
• Emerald Necklace Conservancy
• Fenway Community Center & Path AI, Inc.
• Harvard Medical School, Office of Curriculum Services
• Meadowscaping for Biodiversity/Meadow Clubs/Youth Environmental 

Entrepreneurship Programs
• Nexamp Inc.
• PriceWaterhouse Coopers LLP
• Red Sox Foundation “New England Scholars”
• Red Sox Front Office
• Slolam Consulting, LLC
• Utah State University Extension Office



EARTHLY DELIGHTS: TIPS 
FOR BEFORE AND ONCE 
YOU GET A NEW GARDEN
Lacretia Johnson Flash

Last year was my first spring in Boston as a 
new resident. There are many joys to being 
in a new place and, for me, one of the 
greatest joys is to experience the flow of the 
seasons through the landscape, particularly 
gardens. Like so many of us who live in urban 
areas without the convenience of private 
green spaces at our homes, public green 
spaces and community gardens provide the 
access to nature we need and that we may 
crave. 

I love gardens and thus my almost daily ritual 
when I moved to Boston from Vermont was 
to walk past and through the Fenway Victory 
Gardens. Eventually, I began to attend 
meetings and events of the Fenway Garden 
Society. I finally joined as a member and 
got on the waitlist for a garden plot, hoping 
that one day I would have my little patch of 
paradise in the city. After many visits to the 
gardens, late last season, I finally got a plot. 
Although I’m not new to gardening, working 
with a new space was both exciting and a 
little overwhelming. As you plan for your 
garden, here are a few hints for as you wait 
for a garden plot and what to do once you 
get one. 

Before You Get a Plot 

Visit Often
Every day is different in the gardens. 
Take the time to admire the creativity and 
ingenuity of those who’ve created a garden, 
as well as the daily changes that occur within 
a garden. Wave or say hello to the gardeners 
as you walk past to begin to build a sense of 
community and connection. 

Be Observant
As you visit the gardens, take note of what 
plants, design elements, and materials you 
like. Feel free to ask for the names of plants 
that you find interesting or appealing. If 
there is something that you hope to grow 
in your own garden, make a note of the 
conditions the plant will need to thrive, such 
as sun versus shade or drier soil (for drought 
tolerant plants) versus very wet. 

Clarify Your Wants
What do you want to do in your garden? 
Do you want it as a quiet place to read? Do 
you want it to be a space where friends can 
gather? Do you want to grow food? How 
much time do you want to spend designing 
and maintaining a garden? And how much 
money do you want to spend? How long 
do you plan on having a garden space, as 
this may impact how much time, energy, 
and money you will want to invest? With 
hundreds of garden plots, having clarity 
about what you want will help you narrow 
down your possible choices when they are 
presented to you.

Be A Part of the Community
You don’t have to wait to have a garden 
plot to be connected to this community 
of gardeners. You can come to events 
hosted and supported by the Fenway 
Garden Society throughout the season. 
Become a member and get to know the 
other members. Attend the community 
participation days and the member meetings 
to get a sense of the organization and 
the other gardeners. Do your part as a 
community member by cleaning up around 
the gardens when you visit (being mindful 
to not handle anything that looks dangerous 
like syringes, in which you can call 311 with 
the location of the item). 

After You Get a Plot 

Your New Garden
When the day comes that a garden becomes 
available to you, it is both exciting and 
daunting to figure out what to do next. 
There are so many different approaches 
to designing or rehabilitating an existing 
garden to meet your needs and lifestyle 
considerations. Now it’s time to implement 
those ideas that you’ve been collecting for 
weeks, months, or years to create your own 
special green spot.

Secure the Space
You will need a lock and you will want to 
make sure the fence and gate are secure to 
deter unwanted visitors (human and non-
human). This is not the most glamorous step, 
but necessary, particularly if you don’t want 
your garden to become a feast for rabbits 
and other critters.

Assess Your New Space
Take stock of what’s already there. What are 
the “bones” of the garden that really give 
it form and structure, particularly trees and 
shrubs, or raised beds. There may be plants 
that are past their bloom stage, but knowing 
what you have will help in your planning 
and with your finances if you choose to 
keep some plants. If you are new to the 
area or to gardening, you may not be able 
to identity the plant, but your gardening 
neighbors might know. There are also many 
great gardening books and plant guides that 
you can use to help you identity plants from 
their leaves or dried flower heads. Are their 
materials in the space that you can use or 
re-purpose such as larger stones or bricks 
for borders and pathways, furniture, tools, 
fencing material, or decorative items? 

Be Patient… If You Can
If you have your heart set on a particular 
plant that you need to get in the ground at 
a certain time (e.g., vegetable starter plants) 
then do what you have to do. Otherwise, if 
you can track what happens and blooms over 
the course of the growing season, you may 

find that some plants are worth keeping or 
designing around.

Clean, clean, clean
Remove debris and weeds. Take out plants 
and objects you absolutely know you don’t 
want. Consolidate other materials in a space 
that is out of the way so that you have space 
to work.  

What Do You Really Want?
Going back to your pre-garden days, think 
about what you really want to do and see 
in your garden. And what is your budget in 
terms of time and money? What are your 
greatest priorities? It is fine to have a long 
wish list, but before heading to the store, 
prioritize your wish list in terms of time, 
space, and money. For example, do you want 
a place to sit, read, and have a snack without 
a ton of daily garden maintenance work or 
do you plan to be there every day to tend 
the plants? How do you want to move in the 
garden? That will help you discern where to 
place paths. Are there particular views that 
you enjoy? Knowing that will help you decide 
where to put seating.

A Note About Safety and Security
Be alert and pay attention to who is around. 
Keep tools out of clear view and lock items 
that can be locked (such as tables and 
chairs). Don’t bring valuable items with you 
to the garden. Realize that something could 
one day be taken. Paint handles of tools to 
make them less appealing for someone to 
take and sell. I carry my favorite pruners with 
me each time I visit (rather than storing them 
in the garden). 

Review the Guidelines
Unlike gardens of private homes, the Fenway 
Victory Gardens are community gardens 
with guidelines about things such as fence 
and structure height, color, and even the 
furnishings. Within these parameters, there 
are still abundant design and materials 
choices and options for you. To save yourself 
from wasting time and money on things 
that might be in violation of the guidelines, 
consult the guidelines before buying 
materials or erecting structures.  

Enjoy 
Finally, enjoy creating and being in your new 
garden, getting to know your gardening 
neighbors, and experiencing the specialness 
of the Fenway Victory Gardens.

Dahlias from Laura Poulin



WHAT IS “THE 
COMPOST”?
Victoria Stock

The compost is a place to deposit plant 
trimmings and decaying garden material. 
old leaves, bits of sunflower stems, grass 
trimmings and expired blossoms all go into 
the compost windrows. Branches are cut into 
twigs to mix with everything that used to 
grow but doesn’t now. Time, heat, sunlight, 
moisture, and soil life will break these pieces 
down into their smaller components.

The compost is food for plants and soil. As 
leaves, grasses, stalks and twigs break down 
into smaller and smaller pieces, they stick 
to and incorporate the waste from compost 
pile inhabitants. Nutrients and minerals are 
released into the soft new compost. Adding 
the new compost to the spring garden brings 

beneficial organisms and enriching nutrients. 
The compost will share its bounty. 
 
The compost is a home, an incubator, 
an ecosystem, and a food market. The 
voles, shrews and lizards call the compost 
home. Turtles nestle their eggs into the 
compost where the chemical reactions of 
decomposing garden materials heat them 
up for hatching on the hottest day. Worms, 
millipedes, beetles and ants tunnel and crawl 
through the compost making holes and 
canals where water can flow, creating gaps 
for the compost to breathe as it digests. 
Robins and blackbirds will eat the worms 
until a hawk is spotted. The hawk is after the 
vole.

Compost is a cycle that starts with a plant. 
This plant might grow very large and be 
pruned, produce excess fruit, or perhaps 
die back after its season. Mix the decaying 

materials with others from the garden in a 
central location. Together these materials 
break down into much smaller components, 
absorb minerals, bind to sand and moss, 
and hold nitrogen waste from animals. They 
freeze, heat up, soak in water, and dry out 
again. When the compost is deposited back 
into a garden bed it will feed the plants, 
surrendering its trace minerals and vital 
nutrients to nourish the plant.

The compost is a place to meet gardeners 
and get some really good exercise. 
Composting in The Fens is team sport. 
Gardeners gather several times a year to turn 
and rake and move the compost windrows, 
facilitating decomposition, and aerating the 
compost. The work is exhausting for a few 
short hours. It progresses fast with so many 
shovels, rakes, wheelbarrows, and gardeners.  
Everyone earns a good night’s sleep.

WELCOME TO THE 
FENWAY VICTORY 
GARDENS! 
Christine and Jay
 

We are Christine and Jay and we are 
beginning our fourth year of gardening 
with the Fenway Garden Society (FGS). We 
are resident Fenwickians and have been 
gardening in our first plot for three years, 
and this year we are ambitiously taking 
on a second adjacent plot. Primarily we 
consider ourselves vegetable gardeners 
but we also have flowers interspersed to 
attract pollinators. In our time with FGS we 
have learned that our role here is three-fold: 
first as an individual participant, second as 
a community participant, and third as an 
advocate on behalf of the organization.
 
Individual participant
This is where you get to shine as an 
individual and transform a space into your 
own vision – flowers, veggies, a relaxing and 
green outdoor space, whatever you fancy. 
Before we were gardeners, as residents we 
often found ourselves strolling through the 
gardens, admiring others’ handiwork, and 
wishing for our own garden. Once we got 
our garden, we were off to the races! 
A short story of our experiences so far: 
Our first plot was overgrown with weeds and 
visually appeared quite narrow. Once we got 
in and got our hands dirty for a weekend, we 
had a clearer image of how the space would 

evolve. Sometimes, if you think creatively, 
you can make lemonade with lemons. We 
estimated the plot had almost 300 bricks 
piled throughout. Lo-and-behold, I found a 
bag of sand, then a light-bulb moment, and 
a lot of detailed work later—we had a small 
patio lounging space for a couple of chairs. 
It’s a nice place to take a break, and for us to 
enjoy a picnic meal during the summer. As 
urban dwellers, we lack a backyard, but we 
consider our garden to be our yard – score!
That first year, we built two raised beds, 
salvaged a third, and experimented with all 
sorts of vegetables, but let’s be honest – we 
were after the tomatoes and they did not 
disappoint! In the second and third year, 
we continued to build new raised beds, 
try out new veggies, and learned that we 
could grow enough basil to make almost a 
year’s worth of pesto (our freezer is always 
stocked). In addition to abundant tomatoes 
and basil, we’ve grown garlic, peas, beans, 
lettuce, kale, beets, cucumbers, eggplant, 
parsley, leeks, and peppers. Squashes and 
pumpkins are particularly challenging since 
the local squirrel population enjoys a buffet 
of both the blossoms and the squash itself! 
Nonetheless, the few spaghetti squashes we 
successfully harvested were delicious and oh 
so satisfying. In a single season, we estimate 
harvesting a few hundred dollars’ worth of 
produce. 
 
Community participant
Look around you to see what your neighbors 
are doing, take a moment to stop and chat, 
and learn from their experiences.
FGS members are required to participate in 
community participation days (CPD) which 
help to keep the gardens looking great and 
functioning well. You’ll meet neighbors and 
community members. You’ll clear out weeds 
and brush to help set up a clear plot for a 
new member. You’ll work in the teaching 
areas. You’ll help repair a neighbor’s fence. 
We also have an opportunity to participate 
in the greater Boston area gardening 
community. For example, there are some 
great non-profit organizations doing seedling 

sales occurring in the Spring—Revision Urban 
Farms and Waltham Community Farms come 
to mind. We have an opportunity to support 
and strengthen those communities as well.

And lastly, if you’re planning to meet up 
with a friend—consider meeting up at your 
garden, or even having a picnic dinner 
together in your garden. Our friends and 
family have graciously enjoyed spending 
time in our green space and have also been 
generous in offering their assistance with 
some garden work (hint, hint!)
 
Advocate
Frequently people walking by, en-route to 
a Red Sox game or strolling tourists, will 
stop to ask about the gardens. They are 
often from out of town and typically want to 
know how we got our plot, how much it is, 
how the work gets done, or what the rules 
are. They are simply amazed at the idea 
that urban dwellers can have such beautiful 
outdoor spaces and abundant harvest. 
Take a break from your hard work to share 
your experiences with these passers-by and 
showcase the wonderful organization that is 
the FGS. Without fail, every person we have 
shared the story of our FGS experience with 
has been amazed and they always remark 
what a great opportunity and beautiful space 
it is. 

Open gardens are a slightly facilitated model 
where many people drop by your garden, 
and perhaps you are willing to invite them in 
and talk about your space.
 
Our advice to you—make a beautiful 
space, ask for help, befriend those around 
you, experiment with new ideas, and most 
importantly: sit back, relax, and enjoy!
 
Wherever your garden path leads, we are 
glad you are here, and hope to see you 
around! Drop by to say “hello” at X39/W16 
and we’ll give you a little tour.



ON COMMON GROUND 
Billy Bain

A few weeks ago, I was close enough to our 
fence to hear a visitor strolling down Row 
talking about the garden plots. As he made 
his way down, past several of them, I heard 
him ask “Why do people do this here?” I 
looked up. Feeling some sort of obligation 
to all of us, I spoke with him. But, after my 
response to him, it made me wonder if other 
gardeners shared my answer.

What is our purpose in the gardens? Why 
are we here? Why do we do what we do? In 
order to answer these questions, we have 
to start at the beginning. We have to ask 
ourselves what unites us. Let’s take a look:

Definition: COMMUNITY
(Merriam-Webster dictionary)
1: a unified body of individuals: such as
 a: the people with common interests living 
 in a particular area
 b: a group of people with a common 
 characteristic or interest living together 
 within a larger society
 c: a body of persons of common and 
 especially professional interests scattered 
 through a larger society
 d: a body of persons or nations having a 
 common history or common social, 
 economic, and political interests
 e: a group linked by a common policy
 f: an interacting population of various kinds 
 of individuals (such as species) in a 
 common location
 g: STATE, COMMONWEALTH
2 a: a social state or condition
 b: joint ownership or participation
 c: common character : LIKENESS
 d: social activity : FELLOWSHIP
3: society at large

For certain, we are unified, we have common 
interests. Yet we do not live together. Or 
do we, since we all live in Boston? A “body 
of persons of common and especially 
professional interests scattered through 
a larger society” Are we professional 
gardeners? I’m inclined to say no, regardless 
of the botanists around us. There is certainly 
a vast international group amongst us in the 
gardens, and we follow the same mission 
statement, but do we share the same ideals? 
Does that constitute Lines d through f?

From section 2 on it seems like more of a 
fit. But still, I’m not entirely convinced. We 
all socialize, privately and in bigger groups. 
During events throughout the year, or on a 
simple trip to the compost pile, we talk as 
people do. But I don’t see “conversation” 
or “communicating” listed anywhere in 
this definition unless it’s implied. So, by 
definition, do we apply as a “community”?

Even after all of this internal reflection, I 
needed more information; I alone could not 
make a proper assessment. Since we always 
talk of the FGS as a community, I asked some 
gardeners for their perspective on what 
community means to them. In no specific 
order, these are the responses I received:

“To me, the FGS community is about 
connecting with people that you may 
not have crossed paths with in everyday 
life outside of the garden. No matter our 
backgrounds, no matter what we do for work 
or how much money we have, we’re all down 
in the gardens every weekend in our dirty 
gardening clothes supporting each other and 
sharing a passion for caring for something 
greater than ourselves. It is a great group of 
people to learn from and grow with.”

“Community is a sense of not being alone 
in both positive and negative circumstances. 
When things are going well. You celebrate 
with your community; when things are going 
poorly, you can lean on your community to 
support you.”

“I’ve been an FGS gardener for 20 years. I’ve 
made many friends in the gardens and have 
celebrated with them from anything from the 
perfect tomato to a new job and other life 
events. These friends have also lifted me up 
during challenging times. There are amazing, 
smart, and fun folks to meet and learn from 
- always being ready to say hello and lend a 
hand - you won’t regret it!”

“Our garden community includes a multi-
generational group. We learn from each 
other while we grow figuratively and 
literally.”

“I love the Garden because it’s one of the 
places my brain can untangle and quiet 
down. I also love the sense of community 
and the people who are part of the Garden, 
and how it’s a microcosm within the city. I 
can’t imagine how different my life would 
be without this space and community of 
gardeners.”

“Community to me means feeling like I 
belong and am a part of something bigger 
than myself. The Fenway Victory Gardens 
provide this for me in a very big way and I’m 
extremely grateful for that.”

“Community gardening is an important 
part of my life, as I have had the privilege 
of watching my garden grow while also 
bringing joy to others by making our city 
more beautiful and closer to nature. Living 
in the Fenway neighborhood makes me 
feel more connected to my community and 
being a part of the FGS allows me to build 
friendships with others who share a passion 
for gardening. The FGS embodies what a 
true community garden community should 
strive for: camaraderie, teamwork and giving 
back to our community. It’s an organization I 
am proud to be a part of!”

“In over 20 years as an FGS member, so 
many have been generous with teaching not 
only about gardening, but what collaboration 
can accomplish. Helping together has 
brought new friendships and the pleasure 
in the beauty of watching the first buds of 
peonies appear, to Zinnias in full bloom.”

“Connecting with people, whether they 
be garden neighbors or travelers passing 
through from all over the world, our 
conversations and stories can be about 
anything really. But mostly they are about 
the beauty of the gardens, the remarkable 
uniqueness of each one and the lovely green 
space, a small bit of earth we share.”

“To me, our community is all about coming 
together and sharing. Coming together 
because we are all from different walks of life 
who share this common thread that binds 
us. Sharing because you not only share 
our plants and ideas with each other, but 
because we have learned to share our lives 
with each other.”

“Community seems like a mash-up of 
the words communication and unity… 
community is helping out your fellow 
neighbors, community is discussing the 
things that most affect us as a whole, 
community is the process of creating a better 
place for us all.”

Each gardeners’ response, in essence, brings 
me back to the initial questions: What is our 
purpose in the gardens? Why are we here? 
Why do we do what we do? I then take 
another look back at the definition, and, 
voila, we do qualify! And we exceed it by 
even a bit more!

The kinship with us is invaluable and it 
cannot be defined with words. The Merriam-
Webster Dictionary can’t even define what 
we have built within the Fenway Garden 
Society. Our community is devoted to itself, 
and its definition relies upon its actions and 
spirit. The sentiment, the feelings, and the 
friendships are all part of our community. 
Through the decades, as the seasons 
change, when gardeners have both come 
and gone, there is still a common unity. 
Community in the gardens is not just an idea, 
it’s a value. Definitions aside, our purpose 
is common unity. Our community contains 
a little bit of this, some of that, and a whole 
bunch of everything else. I am proud to be 
part of it. We are proud.

We grow with our gardens, right?  Flowers 
and vegetables come and go throughout 
the season. The colors change, and the 
earth turns. We weather through storms as 
our gardens do, and we get back up when 
there are fences or gates to be rebuilt. On 
the sunniest days, we glow with the brightest 
blooms and our heartiest crops. We share 
stories and we laugh and grow together. We 
are resilient. And we do all this together… as 
a community. 

When I close my gate after a day’s work, I 
always leave knowing I had the help of my 
neighbors and friends and walk by many of 
them on my way home to say, “Goodbye, I’ll 
see you tomorrow.” 



STEPHEN SORKIN
Tim Ney

Stephen Sorkin, a fellow gardener in the 
Victory Gardens for over thirty years, passed 
away suddenly on February 21st. He was 73.

An active resident of the Fenway, Stephen 
served as Co-Chair of the Neighborhood 
Improvement Committee working to improve 
the quality of life in the Fenway through his 
leadership of initiatives on homelessness, 
opiate addiction and crime. He was an 
Area Director in the Park Section of the 
Victory Gardens and served on the board 
of directors for the Fenway Community 
Development Corporation. 

Born in Hoosick Falls in Rensselaer County, 
New York, Stephen earned three degrees: 
a BA from the State University of New York 
at Oneonta, a M.A. from Indiana University , 
and a M.F.A. from Brandeis University.

Stephen had a notable career in the theater 
as an actor, director and teacher, beginning 

as a member of the Indiana University 
Repertory Company. For three years, he lived 
in Africa where he worked as a director at 
the University of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania. He 
was a theater professor at Loyola University, 
Emerson College, the University of Maine 
and Boston Conservatory.

An ardent fundraiser, he also worked as 
Director of Development at Salem State 
College, the New England Aquarium, 
Emerson Umbrella Center for the 
Arts, Huntington Theater and Oíste, a 
statewide Latino civic education and 
advocacy organization. As President of 
Sorkin Consulting Group, he raised funds 
for worthwhile organizations with such 
dedication that he used his own birthday 
party as a fundraiser for Tunefoolery, a 
community of musicians in mental health 
recovery.

Stephen shared his passion for the theater 
with actors and non-actors alike through a 
class, “Acting Is Believing” at the Fenway 
Community Center last fall. “Acting,” he 

said, “is being yourself.” He was planning 
next to direct a production of Thornton 
Wilder’s 1938 play, “Our Town.”

Stephen is survived by his wife Karla Rideout, 
two children, two step-children and seven 
grandchildren.

Photo credit:  Jack Pitts

INTERVIEW WITH 
SHERRY HUGHES, CHEF 
AT THE 
Women’s Lunch Place

1.  What is the mission of The Women’s 
Lunch Place, and how has FGS helped?
“Our mandate, for our kitchen, is to 
serve our ladies fresh, healthy meals. FGS 
has helped by providing fresh produce 
throughout the summer to add to our menus. 
The volunteers also deliver to us, which is a 
bonus. Our agency is in the city and most of 
our staff members use the subway or bus to 
get here. Picking up donations is tricky. We 
are very grateful for the delivery!”
 
2.  Tell us a bit about The Women’s Lunch 
Place.
“We are a daytime shelter for women. The 

ladies are poor or homeless, and we provide 
a safe space for them to take a nap, do 
laundry, take a shower and get free medical 
care. We also provide help with housing 
and jobs. The heart of our organization is 
our healthy meals program. We provide 
breakfast and lunch 6 days a week, including 
a vegetarian (often vegan) option each day. 
Last year, we served over 106,000 meals. 
This year, we are celebrating our 35th 
anniversary.”

3.  Talk to us about the role volunteers 
play and how important those 
contributions are.
“We wouldn’t be able to do what we do 
without our volunteers. We have anywhere 
from 15-30 volunteers in our kitchen every 
day. They do prep, serve our ladies, help 
prepare meals, clean the kitchen .. and so 
much more. Some of our volunteers have 
been here for more than 25 years.”

4.  Finally, can you share how you joined 
Women’s Lunch Place, and what your 
goals are for the organization?
“I was a journalist for 20 years. I worked 
in radio and at a daily newspaper in New 
Hampshire. I got laid off from my newspaper 
job and ended up working in a kitchen until, 
I thought, my next journalism job came 
along. I had worked in kitchens in my 20s, 
and being back in a kitchen felt like a good 
fit. I continued to work full time I a couple 
of different kitchens, and eventually I went 
to culinary school (at the Cambridge School 
of Culinary Arts.) About 6 months after I 
graduated, I was offered this job.
I’m very blessed.”

ELLEN GALLERY 
REMEMBRANCE
Susan Povak

The Fenway Garden community lost a vital 
member last summer with the passing 
of Ellen Gallery in June 2018. Born in 
Worcester, MA, Ellen lived most of her 
life here in the Commonwealth. A surgical 
technician, she worked in several hospitals in 
both Seattle, WA and the Boston area.

An enthusiastic Master Gardener, Ellen was 
a visible presence during her decade of 
gardening at Fenway. She served as Section 
Coordinator for the Park Section, was a 
vibrant presence at Community Participation 

Days and a perennial volunteer at events.  
With an unstoppable spirit, you could often 
spot her in a straw hat peddling her three-
wheeler around the Fenway.

In addition to gardening, Ellen loved 
traveling and spending time at the seashore. 
Fellow gardener and close friend Carmen 
Musto fondly remembers a trip they took 
together to Italy. “She loved to travel, so 
sharing her company was such fun. She 
loved her garden – especially her peonies. 
She was very strong-minded – she knew what 
she wanted and went after it. As a friend, she 
would do anything for you; she had such a 
good heart and I’ll miss her,” said Carmen. 

Photo by Elizabeth Bertolozzi, Fensfest 2016



OOOH BABY BABY….IT’S A 
WILD WORLD!
Dean Stiglitz, FGS Beekeeper

It’s been a different kind of year in the teaching 
apiary. Without the boring details...a lot of life 
(both beautiful and tragic) got in the way. I’ve 
missed being present in the gardens and at 
events this season, and I will see you all more 
next year (I especially missed the hive openings 
at CPD’s).

Despite (and/or because of) my scarcity, the 
bees have been doing quite well, and don’t 
seem to have missed me...However, they were 
not happy that Dead and Company wasn’t on 
the concert roster this year for Fenway.
Instead of going over the same amazing 
bee trivia that usually gets discussed, I’d like 
instead to explain why I’m thankful to be able 
to keep bees in Boston, and why it’s important 
that we do have gardens and bees in The 
Victory Garden in the middle of the city.

We (humans) take so much credit for 
the amount of control we have on our 
environment, yet in our most constructed 
environments (like cities) is where wildness is 
most valued. Parks, gardens, trees, wildlife 
are all things that contribute to improving our 
urban environment...And they are also valued 

for their potential for destruction/development 
(I know I’m preaching to the choir here).

We take so much credit…yet if we are to be 
honest, any ‘construction’ we undertake that 
involves wood begins with, not a trip to Home 
Depot, but with….waiting for a tree to grow.

So much of what we are, who we are, and how 
life functions on the planet is simply (or not 
so simply)  the industry of wild, unmanaged, 
and invisible microbial cultures. Bacteria 
provide means of digestion for any animal 
large enough to have an inside. Within our 
gut, bacteria produce neurotransmitters and 
affect our bodies and minds in ways we are 
just beginning to understand, bacterial cells 
outnumber our own body cells 10 to 1...And 
wild/unmanaged viruses kill half the bacteria 
in the ocean EVERY DAY (it isn’t difficult to 
imagine how fast everything would begin to 
break down if a giant system like that isn’t 
working).

All of this is to illustrate just how much there 
is that we don’t control, and how it all works 
rather perfectly. It’s easy to forget about all this 
wildness in and around us that allows us to be 
us. It’s so easy to forget this as we manage our 
gardens, our pets, our lives.

Honeybees are almost a cartoon representation 
of ‘wildness’...they are bugs, they live in large 

colonies, they can sting...They feed themselves 
from the environment, they fly up to 3 miles 
to find food ignoring all fences, barriers and 
borders, and they can defend their own nest 
effectively (again, they can sting).

We inevitably have insects (stinging and 
otherwise) in any urban environment that has 
parks and flowers, cavities, water, etc. But 
honeybees are unique in that they allow us 
such intimate contact (sometimes a bit too 
intimate...Ouch!) And up-close observation of 
not only their physiology and social behavior, 
but also their flights around the city visiting 
flowers. In the larger world, honeybees 
(through their ability to be divided and 
efficiently moved), are the wild ingredient that 
our cultured system of monocrop agriculture 
otherwise lacks and requires.

Not everyone in the city can find time or space 
to cultivate nature or grow food as part of their 
experience—gardeners have obviously made 
a commitment to do so, and so many more 
of us get to appreciate the results in gardens 
and parks throughout the city. This is a ritual 
we perform for ourselves, a magic ritual that 
makes room for the wildness of nature within 
the construct of the city. If that’s not magic, I 
don’t know what is.

Photos by Michelle Parkos

FENSFEST
2019 FGS Garden Award Winners!

Maria Victoria Puyat (Center South)
Joe Bowers (Boylston)
Mary Hughes (Park)
Bryan Cross (Center North)
Robert Simmons (Center South)
Shuhua Sun (Center North)
Lacretia & Serrill Flash (Center North)
Kathleen & Joel Sohn (Boylston)
Natsumi Malloy (Center South)
Delaney Dameron (Boylston)
Eli Bobrowich (Park)
Anna Helena Jonsson (Boylston)



THANK YOU FOR HELPING US GROW!
We are so grateful to the long list of Community and Corporate Partners and Supporters who helped make 2019 such a memorable and 
successful year for our Fenway Victory Gardens community. The generosity and enthusiasm of our loyal long-term partners, and the growing 
list of partners we added this year, is indicative of the trust and support they have for each of us in pursuing our mission of preserving and 
enhancing this special place in the Fenway!

The Fenway Garden Society
P.O. Box 230038
Astor Station
Boston, MA 02123

• Age Strong Commission/Age Strong Shuttle
• B.good
• Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds
• Barrett Tree Service East, Inc.
• Bartlett Tree Experts
• Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream/Boston
• Bennett’s Sandwich Shop
• Berklee College of Music
• Blaze Pizza
• Blick Art Materials
• Boloco
• Boston Burger Company
• Boston Children’s Museum
• Boston Duck Tours
• Boston Guardian
• Boston Harbor Islands
• Boston Landmarks Orchestra
• Boston Properties/Prudential Center
• Boston Red Sox
• Boston Sun
• Boston University First-Year Student 

Outreach Program
• Bostonian Barber Shop
• by Chloe/Fenway
• Caffe Nero/Fenway
• Caffe Nero/Symphony
• Cape Air
• Cappy’s Pizza
• Casa Romero
• Cask’n Flagon Restaurant & Sports Bar
• Cava
• Charles River Canoe & Kayak
• Charles Riverboat Company
• Citizen Public House & Oyster Bar
• City Soil
• City-Wide Friends of the Boston Public 

Library
• COGdesign
• Colleges of the Fenway/”Environmental 

Forum” Students

• Corepower Yoga
• Cornwall’s Tavern
• Costco
• Craft Beer Cellar/Fenway
• CRWA/Charles River Cleanup “20th Annual 

Earth Day”
• Dig Inn
• Domino’s Pizza/Fenway
• Economy Hardware
• El Pelon Taqueria
• Emerald Necklace Conservancy & Park 

Overseers
• Fedco
• Fenway Alliance
• Fenway Civic Association
• Fenway Community Center
• Fenway Health
• Fenway Neighborhood Improvement 

Committee
• Fenway News
• Fiouna’s Persian Fusion Cuisine
• Flour Bakery & Cafe
• Friends of Ramler Park
• Friends of the Muddy River
• Gyro City
• Haley House
• Harvard Medical School, Office of Curriculum 

Services
• High Mowing Organic Seeds
• Home Depot
• Honeygrow
• Jae Hun Kim Taekwon-do Institute
• Kraft Center for Community Health/Care 

Zone Van
• Lansdowne Pub
• Mahoney’s Garden Center
• Maltby & Co. Tree Service
• Massachusetts Bay Lines
• Massachusetts Historical Society
• McGreevy’s Boston - Sports Bar

• Meadow Creature LLC
• Meadowscaping for Biodiversity/Meadow 

Clubs/Youth Environmental Entrepreneurship 
Programs

• Morville House
• Museum of Science
• National Park Service/Charlestown Navy Yard
• Neighborhoods Coffee & Crepes
• New England Aquarium
• Nexamp
• Northern Tree Service
• Oath Pizza
• Olmsted 2022
• Paragon Group, Inc.
• Path AI, Inc.
• Pavement Coffeehouse/West Fenway
• Perennial Gardens
• Peterborough Senior Center
• Pine Street Inn
• Planet Fitness – Downtown Crossing
• PriceWaterhouse Coopers LLP
• Red Sox Foundation - *Our FGS 2019 

Fensfest Sponsor*
• Red Sox Foundation - “New England Service 

Scholars Program”
• Regina Pizzeria – Fenway
• Rod Thai Fenway
• Roseland Nursery
• Simmons College
• Slolam Consulting, LLC
• St. Francis House
• Star Market
• Starbucks/Massachusetts Avenue
• Stop & Shop
• Summer Shack
• Supercuts
• Sweet Cheeks
• Target
• Tasty Burger
• TD Bank

• Teriyaki House
• Territorial Seed Company
• The Bebop
• The Bleacher Bar
• The Growing Tree
• The Handle Bar Indoor Cycling Studio
• The Pour House Bar & Grill
• The Trustees of Reservations
• The Wine Press
• The Women’s Lunch Place
• Thornton’s Fenway Grille
• Time Out Market
• Trader Joe’s
• Utah State University Extension Office
• Wahlburgers
• Waltham Fields Community Farm
• West Elm
• Whole Foods/Symphony
• Woody’s
• Yard House
• Zoo New England

City of Boston
• Boston Dept. of Public Works
• Boston Fire Department
• Boston Inspectional Services
• Boston Mayor Walsh’s Office
• Boston Mayor’s Office of New Urban 

Mechanics
• Boston Park Rangers and Mounted Unit
• Boston Parks and Recreation
• Boston Police Department – District 4
• Boston Public Health Commission
• Boston Public Works
• Senator William N. Brownsberger’s Office


