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I am very happy that Mr. Richard Barry got me interested in joining the Fenway Victory
Gardens years ago. Mr. Barry was in Richard Parker’s old garden, and Jose and I would help
Mr. Barry take care of his garden. We would have lunch together and have a lot of fun. Mr.
Barry was a very good friend to me and passed away in October 2018; I miss him a lot.
One of my favorite things in the Gardens is volunteering for Fenfest, doing the cooking,
helping get donations and meeting a lot of people. My favorite things to grow in my garden
are cucumbers, tomatoes and peppers.
Craig and Kimberly McNulty: Row B & D

Craig and Kimberly McNulty’s love for gardening started when they were very young
through good old fashioned hard yard work and then learning to garden with each of their
grandparents. Loyal fans of the Red Sox gave Craig and Kim great ideas to shaping their
garden – including a Fenway themed plot. They are dedicated to and enjoy every aspect of
their garden. In fact, Craig and Kimberly got engaged in their Victory garden in November
2018. As lovers of the sun, they frequent many beaches (they were married this past
November in the Bahamas). They love meeting new people and talking to the passer-byers
of the gardens and look forward to another garden season with all of you!
Eric DiTommaso: Row C
Ryan Graue: Row E1-6 & 17-22

My name is Ryan Graue, and I have been a member of FGS since 2012. You may have met
me selling t-shirts at events the last few years! I started out strictly vegetable gardening, but
have added annuals and perennials more recently to add some color and attract pollinators.
My plot is E-17 (adjacent to the Accessible Garden along Row A), and I’m looking forward to
serving as the AD for Row E this season!
Russell Bowers: Row E7-16 & 23-30

Center South: Jessie Zhen, T04

I began gardening at FVG in 2014 out of an interest in learning more about plants and how
they grow throughout the seasons. I chose my garden initially because of the large patch
of Green Solomon Seal I can use in my Ikebana (Japanese Flower Arrangement). Being part
of the FVG community has been more rewarding than i could have ever imagined. Bonnie
was the Section Coordinator when I first got my garden and she was so helpful and it turned
out she had that plot years ago, so she knew some of the plants from planting them, like
the monks hood. Carmen taught me how to care for the water system and donated a few of
his banana leaves for an ikebana conference i had back in 2016. Elizabeth taught me a lot
about monarch butterflies and inspired me to grow my own patch of milkweed. Wendell has
been a constant inspiration with all he does to help other gardeners in the section. There
are just too many recollections that I could go on and on. I have also learned about fence
and gate construction, hardscaping, and of course growing shade plants and some flowers
and vegetables in the small patch of sun that i have in the south west corner. But most of
all, being a member, serving on the Board, as Section Coordinator and as Area Director, my
friends and neighbors have proven most valuable and I thank you all for the opportunity to
be part of this community.

Center North: Trina Arpin, W15

Barry Hite: Row F & G
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Section Coordinators
Boylston: Joe Nowicki, D28
Park: Timothy Ney, L02

Board of Area Directors
Boylston: Craig McNulty: B01A, Kim
McNulty: B01B, Richard Dunshee: A28, Linda
Bersche: H02, David Bersche: H03, Eric
DiTommaso: C06, Russell Bowers: E14, Ryan
Graue: E17, Barry Hite: F12
Park: Steve Davy: J09, Annie Wu: L03,
Dionna DiPierro: K10, Bob Cummins: N20,
Ann Cashell: O06, Jimmy Serrano: O22,
Sarah Bobby: N10
Center South: Gopi Manchineella: U11,
Meredith Nethery: U03, Chelsea Arnold:
V07, Jonathan Porter: T05, Tom Keller: V04
Center North: Jesus Betance: Z04, Christine
Nelson: X39, Karen Wepsic: X27, Timothy
Horn: W09, Bob Salisbury: Y19

My 15th year in FGS will be known as ‘The Year of the Lupine.’ The flowers in our plot are
handled by Carol Levine and Jennifer FitzHarris. So I personally have nothing to do with this
amazing event. Figures Happy gardening!
Linda Bersche: Row H, David Bersche: Row I

CENTER NORTH:

Christine Nelson: Row W1-18

Hello fellow gardeners, my name is Christine Nelson and I am an area director for Center
North, assigned to Row W. This is my 5th season in the Fenway Victory Gardens. I grow
primarily vegetables and herbs but have incorporated a dose of flowers throughout. With
each year brings new ideas, new experiments. It has been an incredible evolution. This year
is shaping up to be a banner year for vegetables - as I walk through the rows, I smile at the
great work being done by all the gardeners and can sense the anticipation for harvesting. I’m
growing more varieties of vegetables than ever and doing quite a bit of intercropping and
succession planting. The Fenway Victory Gardens embody so much of what is good in the
world: community and team spirit, beautiful green spaces, and wonderful people. You can
find me in X39 - please drop by and say hello if you’re in the area. We can chat (from a safe
distance) and share experiences. Happy Gardening!
Karen Wepsic: Row X1-20, Tim Horn: Row X21-31, Trina Arpin: Section Coordinator & Row
X32-40, Bob Salisbury: Row Y1-10 & 18-28
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Jesus Betance: Row Z

My name is Jesus Betance and my plot is Z 4. I am originally from
northern Mexico. I learned gardening from my mom when I was a
teenager. At the beginning it was a chore and I reluctantly did it.
Obviously she had to constantly correct me and eventually i improved.
Living in New England for the last 30 years has giving me an appreciation
of plants and the season’s. I love the awakening of spring with all the
colors and the drama of the fall. I have also learned to like winter our
longest season. My favorite perennials are ornamental grasses: Karl.
Foerster and Elijah Blue fescue are 2 that I want to use in my garden. I’m
very grateful to be a member of the Fenway Victory Gardens.
CENTER SOUTH:

Jessie Zhen: Section Coordinator

Hello, my name is Jessie Zhen and I am the section coordinator for central
south. I joined the FVG family in 2016. I had always wanted a garden and
have walked past FVG many times back when I was in college, thinking
that one day, if I were to stay in Boston after school I would apply for one.
And in the summer of 2016, I was fortunately enough to be assigned a
plot. I immediately felt welcomed by all the gardeners who helped me
with fencing, the bamboo roots and the 7 feet tall weeds. It would not
have been possible without their help and that’s one of the things I love
about FVG. Every gardener I had talked to is so sweet and willing to help,
even if it gets them covered in mud. Digging in dirt and pruning plants
are therapeutic for me, and a great escape from the stress of work. I really
enjoy seeing the growth of my plants and learning where the crops came
from. For example, I had never known that sesame came from the pods
of a little shrub plant or that the orka flowers looked just like a hibiscus.
Having this garden allows me to experiment with new varieties of plants
every year. Of course, the consistent harvest of tomatoes and blueberries
is always a win for me. I hope to continue filling out my garden space for
many years to come.

Steve Davy: Row J, Dionna DiPierro: Row K, Bob Cummins: Row N, Ann
Cashell: Row O1-15, Jimmy Serrano: Row O16-30, Sarah Bobby: Row P

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER:
Helena Jonsson has been the Membership Officer for the FGS since
summer 2019. She spends most of her time working as a physician and
lab researcher at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, but she enjoys growing
tomatoes, raspberries, rhubarb, and flowers in her sunny plot in the Gardens.
membership@fenwayvictorygardens.org

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS COMMITTEE
The Constitution and Bylaws Committee is one of the five standing
committees at the FGS. Its composition and role is outlined and
listed on the FGS website at https://fenwayvictorygardens.org/
constitutionandbylaws/. We review the current Constitution and
Bylaws once a year and consider any amendments proposed by FGS
members, submitting those proposed amendments to the FGS board.
If you have amendments to propose, you may contact us at Bylaws@
fenwayvictorygardens.org.
Marie Fukuda, Chair
Philip Bibb, Committee member
Brenda Lew, Committee member

Meredith Nethery: Row Q & S

Meredith and her husband Jake have had their garden for 4 years. They
primarily grow veggies in the plot - U03. Meredith & Jake live in the
South End and love their garden - fun fact they got engaged in their
garden plot 1.5 years ago.
Jonathan Porter: Row T

Originally from Florida, I moved to Boston for college and fell in love with
the city. I now work on the city’s analytics team using data to improve
outcomes for residents. I came across the victory garden last year and
wanted a place I could get my hands dirty and get away from the city
vibe. FGS has been incredibly nice and there’s nothing like having your
own fresh veggies and herbs!
Gopi Manchineella: Row U

I’ve been a member of FGS since 2015, before then I never really
grew any plants from seeds although my family comes from a farming
background. After six years of mostly growing tomatoes, semisuccessfully, I thought I had it in my genes and mastered the art, boy
I was wrong; guess this is the nature’s way of saying there’s always
something new to learn everyday! This year I’m volunteering to be one
of the area directors in Center South, primarily monitoring the area &
focusing on helping out folks in Row U. If you happen to ever walk by plot
U11, please feel free to stop by and say hello!”
Chelsea Arnold: Row V

I love the community aspect of this garden as well as the peaceful oasis
to escape from the hustle and bustle of the city. Some of my favorite
vegetables to grow are heirloom tomatoes and multicolor carrots. My
favorite flowers are Lupine, Peonies, and Phlox. My goal is to start
growing some fruit in the garden.
Tom Keller: Row W13-30

PARK:

Tim Ney: Section Coordinator, Annie Wu: Row L & M
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This is our 15th year as members of the FGS. We grow a mix of annuals
and perennials, flowers and vegetables. Some of our all-time favorites
are peonies, irises, zinnia, echinacea, lettuce, peas, beans and tomatoes.
We maximize the square footage for planting by designing narrow paths
and strategically placed stepping stones. We strictly practice organic
gardening - no pesticides, herbicides, chemical fertilizers or treated
wood. Our favorite garden insects are the bumble bee, the versatile,
non-aggressive bee that we owe all our tomatoes to, and the lady bug,
the life-long devourer of aphids. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us
for help.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF VICTORY GARDENS, BY THE NUMBERS:
By Christine Nelson
• 1941 (year): ushered by the start of World War II, and in an effort to
decrease reliance of the food supply, the US government encouraged
Americans to grow food and launched the Victory Gardens campaign
• 1942 (year): the Fenway Victory Gardens were founded
• 18-20 million: estimate of the number of families with victory gardens
during WWII
• 4 billion: jars of food preserved by 1943
• 8 million: tons of food produced by 1944
• 1944 (year): the Fenway Garden Society was founded, due to the work of
Richard D. Parker, to save the space from development
Bonus Fun Fact: the Boston Common and Public Garden were used as a
victory gardens during WWII
References: National Geographic (https://www.nationalgeographic.
org/article/fenway-victory-gardens/), Smithsonian Institute (https://
communityofgardens.si.edu/exhibits/show/historycommunitygardens/
victorygardens), Fenway Garden Society (https://fenwayvictorygardens.org/
history/), History Channel (https://www.history.com/news/americas-patrioticvictory-gardens)

ELIZABETH BERTOLOZZI, PRESIDENT
What a growing season! In light of COVID-19, racial injustice, and
economic upheaval, this year has been full of challenges. Our
collective efforts to support our membership and mission are the
true measure of our community. I am heartened by your generosity,
including maintaining our gardens and common spaces and helping
fellow gardeners. Our community of enthusiastic and engaged
members devote substantial time, energy and effort promoting our
greater organizational mission. The Gardens are a special place
of solace for our diverse membership, and we are a resilient and
formidable group! I look forward to hearing from you and wish you
a productive growing season. Thank you for your hard work and
support!
LET’S GET PRUNING!
BONNIE THRYSELIUS, VP OF ADMINISTRATION
As Sr. VP of Administration, one of my duties is to help gardeners
with security. One of my greatest pleasures has been meeting with
the Security Representatives who have volunteered their service to
resolve issues of public safety in the Victory Gardens. They are a
dedicated group and have come up with a number of great ideas,
some of which are in another part of this newsletter. There will be
more coming from them, so stay tuned for some events that are in
the works! If you have any questions or want to get involved, please
email me at bonnie@fenwayvictorygardens.org

MICHELLE PARKOS, VP OF COMMUNICATIONS
I hope you all have had the time to enjoy your garden and be outside
during this unfortunate pandemic. Gardening has been a positive
activity that I have been looking forward to.
I am working hard with Christine Nelson and Victoria Stock to
produce four newsletters this season. As VP of Communications, my
priorities are to share as much information with the membership as
possible make sure voices are heard.
If you would like to chat, have any feedback, or have ideas—please
reach out to me at michelle@fenwayvictorygardens.org.

CARL (RICK) RICHTER, VP OF THE PARK
Summer is here and the Gardens are growing and happy. So far,
we have made it through these Covid-affected times and have
found solace in the FGS! The Phragmites have been cut, grass has
been mowed, compost areas are Bobcatted, Phase 2 of the Muddy
River Restoration Project has started, wood chips are scheduled,
vegetables and flowers are growing tall, and we have about 40
enthusiastic new members. These “freshmen” have waited a long
time for a plot, and have shown they are ready for the challenge.
They have worked hard and transformed their plots into beautiful
gardens. I am heartened walking the paths and seeing lots of
gardening activity in all corners of the Gardens. We are all privileged
to be part of FGS!

PAM JORGENSEN, TREASURER
I am grateful to be able to give back by serving as your treasurer.
The 2020 board-approved budget, which, due to Covid, we
were unable to present at a membership meeting, is substantially
similar 2019 albeit without workshops and with money for trash
removal and compost-management. Space constraints don’t allow
for printing the budget here, but you can ask for a copy (pam@
fenwayvictorygardens.org). As a board member I have also worked
hard to ensure that board discussions are open and transparent and
insisted that the members be allowed to attend the board meetings
on Zoom, just as, pre-Covid, they were allowed to attend in person.

It’s not too late to get spring-blooming shrubs and vines in top shape
for next year.
Once spring-blooming shrubs (such as lilacs, forsythia, weigela and
wisteria) have flowered, it’s important to assess and complete any
pruning before next year’s buds develop. Ideally, this pruning would
happen soon after the blooms have faded. In the Boston area, that
window would be up to July 4th. After that date, however, gardeners
should still take the time to thin out overgrown shrubs and vines and
bring them into compliance (i.e., maintaining visible sightlines). Simple
thinning and removal of dead wood does wonders for the look and
growth of the plant. More mature shrubs and vines could all benefit by
regular thinning and it will not affect the overall health of the plant as
long as no more than a third of the overall plant is removed.
At minimum, deadheading spent blooms will conserve energy and
promote new growth, while neatening the plant’s overall appearance.
And, of course, before doing any type of cutting/pruning tasks in the
garden, always consider SAFETY first – have the proper tools on hand
and wear protective safety glasses and work gloves. Check with the VP
of the Park to request FGS equipment, if needed.
For help with various shrub-pruning needs, the links below provide
helpful online tutorials for general maintenance and the taming of most
spring-blooming shrubs:
Lilacs:
• -The University of Maine Cooperative Extension educator Marjorie
Peronto demonstrates and discusses pruning techniques for your
lilacs. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jyI4-FLRZc
• -Three different ways of pruning lilacs depend on whether the plant is
well-maintained, overgrown, or completely wild. Learn techniques for
all situations with Gardener Scott at: https://www.google.com/search
?q=lilac+pruning+video&oq=lilac+pruning+video+&aqs=chrome.0.
69i59j0l2.4215j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#kpvalbx=_qJjrXpK_
I9WtytMPycinqAs43
Spring-flowering Shrubs
BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine’s David Hurrion explains how to
prune a spring-flowering shrub -- controlling its size and promoting
flowering -- in this practical video guide.
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/pruning-springflowering-shrubs/
Trimming Ornamental Bushes
University of Maryland Extension’s Ray Bosmans demonstrates bringing
a viburnum shrub back to a workable height and thinning out dense
interior growth.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YOnzt-GV4o&feature=youtu.be
Wisteria
June / July Pruning with Burncoose Nurseries
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZuV5u5zh8go
The FGS Tree Committee welcomes your comments and questions
related to maintaining your trees and shrubs throughout the year. Email
us directly at: trees@fenwayvictorygardens.org
The Fenway Garden Society Tree Committee
Marie Fukuda, Susan Povak (co-chairs), James Lovett, Beverly Sky,
Frederika Veikley
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CHARLIE GIVES ME THE CREEPS!
by Tom Collins

SUMMER IN THE GARDENS
By Billy Bain

He’s sneaky and devious. Just when you think you’ve
seen the last of him, he re-appears.
You can decapitate him, smash him, but he never
dies.

Being a gardener in Row A gives me an opportunity to speak to a lot of people, most often
people strolling through for a baseball game or a concert. This year, when all of these events have
been canceled, I have noticed even more people traveling down the paths of the gardens. Many
live close by and are stunned that they haven’t visited our gardens before. I’m grateful to be able
to talk to new people every day, inform them on who and what we stand for, and give them a little
bit of information about our history. When people walk by my plot, I make it a point to tell them
to explore the entire park. I emphasize how important the gardens are to each of us, and I always
tell them to look for something special in each of them. I know they will certainly find it!

He’s Glechoma hederacea or, as I call him, Creeping
Charlie.
Charlie has many aliases. A very appropriate one
is Ground Ivy even though he’s not an ivy. You see,
Charlie doesn’t climb brick walls as real ivies do. He’s
strictly horizontal and likes to claim his “spread” by
spreading. At the beginning of one season, I found
Charlie had taken possession of the entire grassy
part of my garden. It looked like National Floors
Direct had laid a carpet. If you visit The Central
Meadow near the Nursery, you’ll see another of
Charlie’s land grabs. He’s like a greedy real estate
tycoon, foreclosing and evicting and destroying the
neighborhood’s character.
Besides spreading, Charlie is also fond of popping
up. He pokes through the sides of raised beds or
between the cracks of paved areas. And he’ll lurk out
of sight in the shade of ornamentals
Charlie is a formidable enemy and no defense is
effective. Only an aggressive offense will work.
My ammunition consists of vinegar, epsom salts
and liquid soap. Some armies use Blue Dawn Dish
Soap but I just buy whatever is the cheapest. All the
ingredients are available at the CVS on Boylston
Street. My weapon of mass destruction is the Chapin
International 20000 Garden Sprayer.
But don’t become complacent. After you attack,
Charlie will retreat but he’ll come back to fight
another day.
Charlie is a canny foe. In spring he produces violet
blossoms that some misguided people find attractive.
Some of our very own FGS gardeners have welcomed
him into their plots as an ornamental.
A member of the mint family, one of those distant
relatives who always embarrass their respectable,
hardworking cousins, he is even considered by some
herbalists as a medicinal that aids digestion.
Don’t be seduced by Charlie’s propaganda. Don’t
listen the to traitors and appeasers.
Let’s all remember the FVG’s middle name, Victory.
We defeated the enemy in World War II and we can
do it again. The War on Charlie will be won!
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I’ve been fortunate to meet wonderful gardeners and see all of their wonderful creations. What I
think unites us in the society is how unique we all can be. We are a diverse group of people, but
our diversity goes an extra mile. In the beginning, I wandered the park in search of ideas for my
own garden. In fact, every now and then -to keep it fresh- I still do! And I am always amazed at
how different one garden is from the next. This is what makes the Fenway Victory Gardens special.
I’ve seen the other community gardens in Boston, and we take the cake for sure. Each gardener
has their own ideas for what they want in their garden plot. Whether they are growing flowers or
vegetables, or both or something in between, there is something very unique about each plot.
We all work differently. We all garden differently. Each one of us has different goals, and different
methods of gardening. But ultimately, all of the gardens shine. You know why? Because we all love
our gardens. And it shows! The hard work shows, the dedication shows, our cultures show. Mostly
it’s our personality that shows, and that is surely something special. Each garden has its own tale
and story to share. We’re more than just a set of plot letters and numbers. Our ideas are reflective
in the most generous, and appealing ways. That’s a gift only the gardener can give.
I’m truly happy when I see visitors come back to me an hour or two later after I’ve initially said
hello to say, “Wow, this place is incredible!” When I get that visitor, who comes back to me and
tells me that they’ve seen all 7 acres and have taken the time to walk up and down each row, they
are delighted to know right here in the heart of Boston that there is summer in the gardens.

BUGS STINK
By Victoria Puyat

IRRIGATION 101
By Richard Rogers

While it would be completely unnatural and impossible to have a pestfree garden, bugs stink especially when they have made your garden
bed their favorite neighborhood buffet. That said, not all pest damage is
serious enough to require drastic measures.

Water is life in the gardens. Without the irrigation system where would
we be? Even though irrigation is essential, many gardeners take the free
water and easily accessible hose hook-ups for granted. The Fenway Garden
Society’s water comes from the Boston Water and Sewer Commission,
through a water main generously paid for by the city of Boston.

The key to maintaining a healthy garden is to keep a close eye on your
crops, routinely check for any damage, identify the culprits, and control
the spread early enough
and before it’s too late.
The sooner you identify
the pilferer, the easier
it will be to control the
spread and, therefore,
minimize the damage.
The easiest, least-costly,
and environmentfriendly way to control
garden pests is by
hand-picking. You can
swat them or nudge
them off your crops
straight into a container
filled with soapy water.
Leave them in the
bucket for an hour or so then dump the soapy water away from your
garden bed. Be sure to use biodegradable soap and avoid dumping
directly into the storm drain system. This method has some obvious
limitations, but it will work just fine for a small garden. And always use
gloves if you are hand-plucking insects from your crops.
Another preventive measure is to install “garden fabric” held up by
wires or loops over the foliage. Experts say that garden fabric will do a
decent job at keeping most pests away from your crops provided that the
plants are covered entirely above and the fabric edges pinned neatly to
the ground creating a seal around the plants. Garden fabrics can block
aphids, potato beetles, Japanese beetles, grasshoppers, leaf miners,
cabbage worms, root maggots, and some vine borers.
In Massachusetts, some of the more common garden vegetables pests
are tomato hornworms, imported cabbage worms, cucumber beetles,
Mexican bean beetles, squash bugs, and squash vine borers. The
Massachusetts Master Gardener Association has published a fact sheet
that identifies these common pests and lists suggestions on how to
manage spread. You can download the fact sheet from the association’s
website at http://massmastergardeners.org/ .

REPORTING BREAK-INS AND SECURITY ISSUES FROM YOUR SECURITY
REPRESENTATIVES:

The FGS owns the irrigation and piping system, and is responsible for its
maintenance, as well as for its commitment to water conservation.
The irrigation system was upgraded in 2010, thanks to a grant from
Boston Natural Areas Network. This two part irrigation system, fed from a
connection on Boylston Street, goes through underground irrigation pipes
that branch out to nearly every row to a green irrigation valve box. Inside
these green valve boxes, the irrigation system connects to black irrigation
pipe that runs along the surface. This is where the spigots are spliced in at,
or near each garden so that a standard garden hose can hook up to them.
The system is designed to be easy for any gardener to repair.
The FGS is not shackled with a massive water bill as long as its use remains
reasonable, one of our primary jobs is to stop leaks, fix leaks, or report
leaks so that volunteers from the pipes crew can make the repairs as soon
as possible.
Most of us don’t give the water a second thought until there is an issue.
It is everyone’s responsibility to conserve water. Water your flowers and
vegetables all you want, but don’t tolerate leaks.
One single pinhole leak can waste thousands of gallons of water!
WHAT TO DO FOR A LEAK.
• Shut off the entire row inside the green box.
• Fix the leak or Report the leak
• Switch to using the single spigot at the end of the row by the box until the
leak is fixed.
• Do not use the row water when there is a leak.
• At the end of nearly every row, there is a green irrigation valve box. Go
inside this box to shut off your row if there is a leak. Don’t be shy. No
need to wonder if it is okay. It is your duty. When you detect a leak, you
should always shut off the row. No exceptions.
To get into the green row box, you need a screwdriver. Use this in the slot
at the top of the green lid to flip the latch inside the cover. This allows the
lid to come right off.
It looks like the lid can be pried off, but if you pry, it just makes the latch
tighter holding the lid on. Opening the box requires a technique, but
essentially you flip the white catch towards the middle and lift up.
Once you get in and shut off the row, there is a second spigot next to the
row box that anyone can use during the shut-down period. If that valve is
off, turn it on.
Now, you can either fix the leak, or report it.
Fix the leak? That’s right. It is not hard.

Kevin Cranston, Marguerite
Sharkey, Joe Fazio, Karen Wepsic, Wendell Booth, Kimberly McNulty,
Craig McNulty, Kristen Corman, Tom Collins, Billy Bain, Gerald Cooper

For pinhole leaks, use Gorilla Glue. If it is just a simple hole, once you turn
off the supply put a drop of glue on the spot. Wait 2 hours and turn on the
water. The leak will be gone.

• Use blue light/call box near the flagpole. It has GPS and police will know
where you are located
• Call 911 on personal phone and use 1200 Boylston Street for address
• Call Park Rangers at 617-635-7383
• Call or use 311 app for needle pickup
• Report to security@fenwayvictorygardens.org
• Have a text list of nearby members or friends you can reach out to for
help in a security emergency
• Use whistle to call for help.
• File incident report at D4 Station, 650 Harrison St. Boston, 02218, 617343-4250
• Security Reps will be forming rapid response teams to repair breached
gardens
• Security Reps will be available to do security assessments to help secure
garden plots, contact bonnie@fenwayvictorygardens.org to schedule

Another easy repair is a leak found at the valve or at a join in the pipe.
Make sure there is enough slack for a no-splice repair, and remove the hose
clamp holding on the fitting. Then slice the black irrigation pipe with a new
box cutter blade, cutting off the damaged pipe end, and push the fitting
back into the pipe, then tighten the hose clamp again.
You can even use the piece of hose you cut off as patching material for a
more serious leak if you have a couple of hose clamps and some Gorilla
Glue. If you are not up for these types of repairs, you can simply shut off
the row and report the leak.
Be Specific in your report
• Location. Row and Garden # as close as you can.
• Description: like pinhole leak, flooding, or broken pipe).
• Photo – Include a photo if you can.
You can use the web form online or email water@fenwayvictorygardens.org.
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FGS NEEDS YOU!
Although FGS cannot organize
Community Participation
Days or large groups in these
COVID-19 times, we ask
each member to do their
part by volunteering for
Garden projects. We are an
all-volunteer organization and
depend on you, the gardener,
to perform these needed
tasks!
First, this time of year close
attention should be made to
the area and row outside your
plot. Some might call them
weeds, some are just plants
in an undesirable place. Controlling the growth on your fence
line and the row path, and maintaining clear sightlines is crucial
to the safety of gardeners and visitors. What does not get done
must be done by another volunteer.
Each week we have a few small groups of volunteers performing
various garden tasks like weeding, trash pick-up and gardener
help. Because of COVID-19, we have a number of gardeners
who need help with their garden plot. There is a good feeling
created by helping someone in need. Volunteerism is a sign of
personal greatness, not fame but greatness.
Please, we need everyone to participate, particularly this
year. It is each member’s responsibility to support our diverse
community in maintaining the Gardens. Respond to the emails
for volunteer opportunities and reach out to me, your Section
Coordinator, and your Area Director if you have any questions.
Rick Richter

Charter’s team delivers donated wheelbarrows to FGS! Kyle Merkosky, Project
Manager; Matt Sweeney, Superintendent; Kevin Hallion, Quality Control
Manager; with Rick Richter, VP of the Park.
The Fenway Garden Society would like to acknowledge and thank Charter
Contracting Company for their very generous donation of 10 wheelbarrows
for use in the Victory Gardens. Charter is the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
contractor for the Phase 2 of the Muddy River Restoration Project. Charter
is working closely with the City of Boston, Brookline, Muddy River Oversight
Committee, Emerald Necklace Conservancy and FGS among others to add
storm water capacity and to help restore Frederick Law Olmstead’s vision of
the Emerald Necklace.

Wheelbarrow maintenance with Owen Russell, Stephen Ricca
and Rick Richter. Photo by Susan Povak

Muddy River Phragmites Cutting. Photo from CDM Smith
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GARDENING TIPS
By Rick Richter
We are in the middle of our growing season, and the Gardens
have exploded with flowers, vegetables, and a kaleidoscope
of plants and insects. Christine Helie, who runs the City of
Boston’s Elm Bark Beetle program, tells me we have the most
diverse group of insects in Boston. I see more native bees
this year than ever before. This is a testament to our good
gardening practices. Even though we have not had a lot of
rain, we are able to put a precise amount of City water on our
plants where and when it is needed. I like to water early in the
morning. I tend to water too much, so I try to do it less often.
Of course, this time of year brings undesirable plants and
invasives. Please remember to bag the dirt-free invasives and
put them in the dumpster near the Park Drive service road
entrance. I find it easier to weed early before the heat and
humidity sets in.
It is not too late to direct sow beans, beets, carrots, cukes,
and squash. I just planted some tomatoes that I started late
and look forward to a fall harvest. The tomato diseases are
starting to show up. Vascular Wilt (Fusarium and Verticillium)
usually result in yellowing of the leaves and eventually death
of the branch. I remove the yellow leaves and wilted branches
and treat them as an invasive (isolate from the compost).
There are others like blossom end rot, so see me if you have
something specific. I use newspaper to mulch for weed
control and keep moisture in the ground. Don’t forget to add
some fertilizer. I recommend fish emulsion which is organic
and very effective for my plants. Starting in late July and
August, plant your fall crops requiring cooler temperatures.
Direct sow veggies like kale, radishes, spinach, lettuce,
arugula, kohlrabi and peas. They are great to harvest later in
the year.

New Gardener Session with Rick Richter, Alex Lyons, Mason Tran, Craig McNulty and
Tony Dyke. Photo credit Kim McNulty

Enjoy our oasis in the City. Here’s to a great summer, and
keep gardening!

Tree mulching with Rick Richter, Natalia Savelyeva, Victoria
Serues and daughter, Emma, and Jianhua Zhang.
Photo credit Tim Ney

A big “Thank You” to Brenda Velez, Marie Fukuda,
Reiney DiBiase, and Rick Richter for their work on
tree mulching!
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The Fenway Garden Society
P.O. Box 230038
Astor Station
Boston, MA 02123

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US GROW!
We are so grateful to the long list of Community and Corporate Partners and Supporters who helped make 2019 such a memorable and
successful year for our Fenway Victory Gardens community. The generosity and enthusiasm of our loyal long-term partners, and the growing
list of partners we added this year, is indicative of the trust and support they have for each of us in pursuing our mission of preserving and
enhancing this special place in the Fenway!
• Age Strong Commission/Age Strong Shuttle
• B.good
• Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds
• Barrett Tree Service East, Inc.
• Bartlett Tree Experts
• Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream/Boston
• Bennett’s Sandwich Shop
• Berklee College of Music
• Blaze Pizza
• Blick Art Materials
• Boloco
• Boston Burger Company
• Boston Children’s Museum
• Boston Duck Tours
• Boston Guardian
• Boston Harbor Islands
• Boston Landmarks Orchestra
• Boston Properties/Prudential Center
• Boston Red Sox
• Boston Sun
• Boston University First-Year Student
Outreach Program
• Bostonian Barber Shop
• BrightView Landscape Development
• by Chloe/Fenway
• Caffe Nero/Fenway
• Caffe Nero/Symphony
• Cape Air
• Cappy’s Pizza
• Casa Romero
• Cask’n Flagon Restaurant & Sports Bar
• Cava
• Charles River Canoe & Kayak
• Charles Riverboat Company
• Citizen Public House & Oyster Bar
• City Soil
• City-Wide Friends of the Boston Public
Library
• COGdesign
• Colleges of the Fenway/”Environmental
Forum” Students
• Confiance LLC

• Corepower Yoga
• Cornwall’s Tavern
• Costco
• Craft Beer Cellar/Fenway
• CRWA/Charles River Cleanup “20th Annual
Earth Day”
• Dig Inn
• Domino’s Pizza/Fenway
• Economy Hardware
• El Pelon Taqueria
• Emerald Necklace Conservancy & Park
Overseers
• Fedco
• Fenway Alliance
• Fenway Civic Association
• Fenway Community Center
• Fenway Health
• Fenway Neighborhood Improvement
Committee
• Fenway News
• Fiouna’s Persian Fusion Cuisine
• Flour Bakery & Cafe
• Friends of Ramler Park
• Friends of the Muddy River
• Gyro City
• Haley House
• Harvard Medical School, Office of Curriculum
Services
• High Mowing Organic Seeds
• Home Depot
• Honeygrow
• Jae Hun Kim Taekwon-do Institute
• Kraft Center for Community Health/Care
Zone Van
• Lansdowne Pub
• Lawyers Clearinghouse LLC
• Mahoney’s Garden Center
• Maltby & Co. Tree Service
• Massachusetts Bay Lines
• Massachusetts Historical Society
• McGreevy’s Boston - Sports Bar
• Meadow Creature LLC

• Meadowscaping for Biodiversity/Meadow
Clubs/Youth Environmental Entrepreneurship
Programs
• Morville House
• Museum of Science
• National Park Service/Charlestown Navy Yard
• Neighborhoods Coffee & Crepes
• New England Aquarium
• Nexamp
• Northern Tree Service
• Oath Pizza
• Olmsted 2022
• Paragon Group, Inc.
• Path AI, Inc.
• Pavement Coffeehouse/West Fenway
• Perennial Gardens
• Peterborough Senior Center
• Pine Street Inn
• Planet Fitness – Downtown Crossing
• PriceWaterhouse Coopers LLP
• Proskauer
• Red Sox Foundation - *Our FGS 2019
Fensfest Sponsor*
• Red Sox Foundation - “New England Service
Scholars Program”
• Regina Pizzeria – Fenway
• Rod Thai Fenway
• Roseland Nursery
• Simmons College
• Slolam Consulting, LLC
• St. Francis House
• Star Market
• Starbucks/Massachusetts Avenue
• Stop & Shop
• Summer Shack
• Supercuts
• Sweet Cheeks
• Target
• Tasty Burger
• TD Bank
• Teriyaki House
• Territorial Seed Company

• The Bebop
• The Bleacher Bar
• The Growing Tree
• The Handle Bar Indoor Cycling Studio
• The Pour House Bar & Grill
• The Trustees of Reservations
• The Wine Press
• The Women’s Lunch Place
• Thornton’s Fenway Grille
• Time Out Market
• Trader Joe’s
• Utah State University Extension Office
• Wahlburgers
• Waltham Fields Community Farm
• Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
• West Elm
• Whole Foods/Symphony
• Wilmer Hale
• Woody’s
• Yard House
• Zoo New England

___________________________________
City of Boston
• Boston Dept. of Public Works
• Boston Fire Department
• Boston Inspectional Services
• Boston Mayor Walsh’s Office
• Mayor’s Office of New Urban Mechanics
• Boston Park Rangers and Mounted Unit
• Boston Parks and Recreation
• Boston Police Department – District 4
• Boston Public Health Commission
• Boston Public Works
• Senator William N. Brownsberger’s Office

