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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The nominating committee is finishing our search for garden leadership 
positions for the 2021 season. If you are interested in serving on the 
FGS Executive Board or Board of Area Directors please send an email 
to nominate@fenwayvictorygardens.org with some information about 
yourself, including your areas of interest in volunteer roles. Please be sure 
to include your best email and phone contact numbers in the email as 
well as your plot number. 

This is the last call for nominations for elected positions. Please 
submit your interest by September 30, 9pm ET.

Elective Offices:  President, Senior Vice President of Administration, Vice 
President of Communications and Development, Treasurer, Vice President 
of the Park, Area Directors

Appointive Offices:  Archivist, Mail Officer, Membership Officer, Pipes 
Officer, Public Relations Officer, Security Representatives, Section 
Coordinators

Committees:  
Standing:  Nominating Committee, Guidelines and Regulations 
Committee, Constitution and Bylaws Committee, Auditing Committee, 
Endowment Committee
Ad hoc:  Security Committee, Tree Committee, Fundraising Committee 

Commitments to these posts range from as little as 1-2 hours per 
month to a satisfying part-time volunteer opportunity for gardeners 
with a penchant for service. Complete descriptions can be found in our 
Constitution & Bylaws, available for download on our website.

As a reminder, regardless of the slate put forward by the Nominating 
Committee, any gardener has the ability to run from the floor for any 
position at the election itself.

SAVE THE DATE
FGS ANNUAL MEETING 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12.
Details and time TBD
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FGS MEMBERSHIP & DIVERSITY
Elizabeth Bertolozzi, President

As we near the end of this extraordinary 2020 growing season, one thing is clear: the Fenway Victory Gardens 
have been a place of comfort and solace during this time of great uncertainty. However, the pandemic, the 
ensuing economic crisis and the events highlighting racial injustice have caused each of us to examine our 
priorities, our beliefs, and the decisions we make for ourselves, our families and our community. We have had 
numerous conversations about the Gardens and what a privilege it is to have this space in the heart of the 
Fenway. Two important questions resonate this year: 
(1) How do we make gardening space available to a diverse community of applicants?
(2) Are we retaining the diverse membership which we value?

FGS New Applicants
The only applicant requirement is that City residents make an inquiry, at which point they are added to the 
Waitlist. Importantly, there is no experience necessary and no “test” -- just that an individual be a City of Boston 
resident, and that they desire to join the FGS membership! Everyone is on equal footing, and applicants range 
from novices to master gardeners. Applicants are called in the order they join the Waitlist.  
Why is this important? The mission of the FGS is to encourage gardening “for the benefit of all the people of the 
City Of Boston.” We have worked toward inclusion by reaching out to all City of Boston neighborhoods and their 
diverse constituencies:
-at FGS events in the Gardens and promotional events throughout the City 
-through the City of Boston’s Mayor’s Office and Neighborhood Liaisons
-with our Community supporters and sponsors
-with schools, business and other organization volunteer groups
-at gathering places such as Morville House and the Fenway Community Center
-on social media

Membership Retention
As we note repeatedly, the diversity of our 400+ members is an important and striking element of this 
organization—we come to the Gardens from every Boston neighborhood, meet new people and work to protect 
this parkland for future gardeners and visitors. Retaining this diverse membership enriches this community. 
Current gardeners have history and stories to share, along with gardening experiences, institutional knowledge 
and the new energy that comes with each year’s growth. Gardeners from each end of the spectrum--whether 
they have been with FGS for 52 years or are 2020 new gardeners—are all able to participate in numerous 
opportunities to support this organization and this community in a positive way.
Looking at historic numbers, our percentage of returning 2020 gardeners was at an all-time high. Members 
chose to remain FGS gardeners for a variety of reasons: more flexible schedules and leisure time allowed more 
gardening time; gardeners felt safe in the gardens; and an interest in our outdoor spaces and in this community. 

Each year is different, and as we learned this season, we will always be presented with new challenges. A 
constant should be our sustained and ongoing commitment to inclusivity: by preserving our diversity and 
reaching out to applicants, members, neighbors and visitors to encourage access and greater diversity, we will 
ensure our community embraces those values which promote racial equity and social justice. 
I thank each of you for making this a unique and successful gardening season!
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GROWING TIPS
Rick Richter

Our growing season may be waning, but the transformation continues. Fall is a great time to transplant and 
move plants to a better spot, plan for next year, look to see what did well and what did not. My first year in the 
Gardens I remember growing corn but, instead of a cob, I got individual rows of ‘kernels’. My beautiful bed of 
radicchio was devoured by a vole. The robust cucumber plant on my fence line attracted a cuke beetle, and I 
discovered a baby rabbit trapped in my insalata bed. I changed things up for the 2nd year. 

It is not too late for some Fall planting like radishes, kale, arugula and greens. I will plant radicchio later in 
the cool weather. I look forward to coming to the Gardens in late Winter or early Spring, pushing back the 
snow and picking heads of red radicchio! In September, I plant a cover crop, like oats and peas to replace the 
nitrogen and other nutrients and turn it into the soil before the ground freezes. Late in the Fall, I plant garlic 
around the inside perimeter of my tomato beds so I will not lose planting space in the Spring. This year, I 
staggered planting my tomatoes all the way until late July. I pick the tomatoes when they start to turn color 
and let them ripen at home in a box top. Just before the first hard frost, I will pick what is left; at least 2/3 of 
them will ripen. October is a good time for soil testing. You can get a DIY kit, but I like to send a soil sample to 
the UMass Extension Office. They have a good turnaround time, and you’ll have time to amend the soil after 
getting your results. I always cover bare soil over the Winter. I use 3 inches of dead Oak leaves with netting to 
hold them in place. I remove the leaves in the Spring. Gardening is like life: you get what you put into it!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
24TH ANNUAL MAYOR’S GARDEN CONTEST 

RECIPIENTS

Community Garden
First Place: Billy and Eric Bain

Second Place: Kimberly and Craig McNulty
Third Place: Steve Davy and Dionna DiPierro

Shade Garden
Third Place: Dan Gazaille and Noel Fisher 

2020 Hall of Fame Inductees
Carmen Musto
Kristen Mobilia



5

ELIZABETH BERTOLOZZI, PRESIDENT

It’s September, and with your help, we did it!  Despite 
the challenges, we found seeds and seedlings in 
the midst of closures and delays in April, we quietly 
celebrated the arrival of Spring with its familiar scent 
of lilacs and sprays of wisteria, and we spent some 
anxious moments facing the frustration, uncertainty 
and unpredictability of our new “normal.”  As the 
weather improved, seeing gardening friends and 
neighbors took on special meaning...even if we had 
to look twice to recognize each other behind our 
masks and bandanas.  New gardeners embraced this 
community and tackled newly-assigned plots, full of 
hope and ideas for a successful season.  We pitched 
in with maintenance, and shared plants, harvests and 
stories of our experiences as we adjusted to new 
guidelines.
 
I am in awe of those who have shared your stories of 
personal challenges and your resilience in the face 
of changing circumstances with work, home, family 
and friends.  In the words of pentathlete Ed Fernon, 
“You learn the most about yourself through moments 
of discomfort.”  My sincere thanks to members, 
City partners and supporters who have shown 
patience, kindness and generosity throughout this 
unconventional season as we have worked to fulfill 
our mission.

MICHELLE PARKOS, VP OF COMMUNICATIONS

This season has been tough, but it has been so nice 
to wander around the gardens and see everyone 
outside. I feel lucky to be able to garden in Boston 
and share experiences with you all. Being in the 
gardens has definitely been one of the best activites 
during this pandemic. Thank you for all that you do! 

CARL (RICK) RICHTER, VP OF THE PARK

As the growing season turns to Fall, I am reminded 
of how grateful I am to have a small space in this 
very special place. We share the Gardens with each 
other, residents, visitors, trees. plants, animals and 
insects. We are from different backgrounds and many 
languages but we have common ground. We are 
stewards here. To get along we need to follow our 
principles, whether written or simply what is right, in 
our garden community or society at large. It is this 
mutualistic nature that allows us to keep living. It is 
not fake news, these are the facts. We are all in this 
together. I know I look forward to putting “physical 
distancing”, where we could not gather in groups, 
behind me. The daylight may be shortening but the 
outlook is very bright!

PAM JORGENSEN, TREASURER

I recently found this definition of garden:  Garden 
(noun):  a fertile and delightful spot.   I love this 
definition.  This year my garden has been a fertile 
and delightful refuge.  A place to work and a place to 
relax.  A place to see downy woodpeckers, cat birds, 
goldfinches and red tailed hawks;  a place to harvest 
tomatoes, to muck in the dirt, to fight with bind 
weed, and to garner lovely bouquets;  and a place to 
curse squirrels, rabbits,  and voles.  I feel privileged 
to have this small plot in the middle of the city.   The 
pleasures it affords have helped me to cope with the 
restrictions that the Covid pandemic has imposed 
on my life (and on everyone’s life).  I am grateful.  It 
is that gratitude that has motivated me to continue 
to work for you as Treasurer of FGS to make the 
gardens a better place and to make the organization 
that runs the garden – the FGS board – operate in a 
transparent, fair and open manner that is responsive 
to its constituency… the gardeners, the city, and the 
general public.  As Treasurer of FGS, I am pleased to 
report that our finances are robust. 
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THANK YOU FOR HELPING US GROW!
We are so grateful to the long list of Community and Corporate Partners and Supporters who helped make 2019 such a memorable and 
successful year for our Fenway Victory Gardens community. The generosity and enthusiasm of our loyal long-term partners, and the growing 
list of partners we added this year, is indicative of the trust and support they have for each of us in pursuing our mission of preserving and 
enhancing this special place in the Fenway!

The Fenway Garden Society
P.O. Box 230038
Astor Station
Boston, MA 02123

• Age Strong Commission/Age Strong Shuttle
• B.good
• Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds
• Barrett Tree Service East, Inc.
• Bartlett Tree Experts
• Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream/Boston
• Bennett’s Sandwich Shop
• Berklee College of Music
• Blaze Pizza
• Blick Art Materials
• Boloco
• Boston Burger Company
• Boston Children’s Museum
• Boston Duck Tours
• Boston Guardian
• Boston Harbor Islands
• Boston Landmarks Orchestra
• Boston Properties/Prudential Center
• Boston Red Sox
• Boston Sun
• Boston University First-Year Student 

Outreach Program
• Bostonian Barber Shop
• BrightView Landscape Development
• by Chloe/Fenway
• Caffe Nero/Fenway
• Caffe Nero/Symphony
• Cahill Swift LLC 
• Cape Air
• Cappy’s Pizza
• Casa Romero
• Cask’n Flagon Restaurant & Sports Bar
• Cava
• Charles River Canoe & Kayak
• Charles Riverboat Company
• Citizen Public House & Oyster Bar
• City Soil
• City-Wide Friends of the Boston Public 

Library
• COGdesign
• Colleges of the Fenway/”Environmental 

Forum” Students

• Confiance LLC
• Corepower Yoga
• Cornwall’s Tavern
• Costco
• Craft Beer Cellar/Fenway
• CRWA/Charles River Cleanup “20th Annual 

Earth Day”
• Dig Inn
• Domino’s Pizza/Fenway
• Economy Hardware
• El Pelon Taqueria
• Emerald Necklace Conservancy & Park 

Overseers
• Fedco
• Fenway Alliance
• Fenway Civic Association
• Fenway Community Center
• Fenway Health
• Fenway Neighborhood Improvement 

Committee
• Fenway News
• Fiouna’s Persian Fusion Cuisine
• Flour Bakery & Cafe
• Friends of Ramler Park
• Friends of the Muddy River
• Gyro City
• Haley House
• Harvard Medical School, Office of Curriculum 

Services
• High Mowing Organic Seeds
• Home Depot
• Honeygrow
• Jae Hun Kim Taekwon-do Institute
• Kraft Center for Community Health/Care 

Zone Van
• Lansdowne Pub
• Lawyers Clearinghouse LLC 
• Mahoney’s Garden Center
• Maltby & Co. Tree Service
• Massachusetts Bay Lines
• Massachusetts Historical Society
• McGreevy’s Boston - Sports Bar

• Meadow Creature LLC
• Meadowscaping for Biodiversity/Meadow 

Clubs/Youth Environmental Entrepreneurship 
Programs

• Morville House
• Museum of Science
• National Park Service/Charlestown Navy Yard
• Neighborhoods Coffee & Crepes
• New England Aquarium
• Nexamp
• Northern Tree Service
• Oath Pizza
• Olmsted 2022
• Paragon Group, Inc.
• Path AI, Inc.
• Pavement Coffeehouse/West Fenway
• Perennial Gardens
• Peterborough Senior Center
• Pine Street Inn
• Planet Fitness – Downtown Crossing
• PriceWaterhouse Coopers LLP
• Proskauer
• Red Sox Foundation - *Our FGS 2019 

Fensfest Sponsor*
• Red Sox Foundation - “New England Service 

Scholars Program”
• Regina Pizzeria – Fenway
• Rod Thai Fenway
• Roseland Nursery
• Simmons College
• Slolam Consulting, LLC
• St. Francis House
• Star Market
• Starbucks/Massachusetts Avenue
• Stop & Shop
• Summer Shack
• Supercuts
• Sweet Cheeks
• Target
• Tasty Burger
• TD Bank
• Teriyaki House

• Territorial Seed Company
• The Bebop
• The Bleacher Bar
• The Growing Tree
• The Handle Bar Indoor Cycling Studio
• The Pour House Bar & Grill
• The Trustees of Reservations
• The Wine Press
• The Women’s Lunch Place
• Thornton’s Fenway Grille
• Time Out Market
• Trader Joe’s
• Utah State University Extension Office
• Wahlburgers
• Waltham Fields Community Farm
• Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
• West Elm
• Whole Foods/Symphony
• Wilmer Hale
• Woody’s
• Yard House
• Zoo New England

___________________________________

City of Boston

• Boston Dept. of Public Works
• Boston Fire Department
• Boston Inspectional Services
• Boston Mayor Walsh’s Office
• Mayor’s Office of New Urban Mechanics
• Boston Park Rangers and Mounted Unit
• Boston Parks and Recreation
• Boston Police Department – District 4
• Boston Public Health Commission
• Boston Public Works
• Senator William N. Brownsberger’s Office


