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LETTER FROM THE BOARD
Dear Gardeners,

As the 2022 season draws to a close, we are reflecting on another busy 
and accomplished year. It has been wonderful to see many smiling faces 
in the gardens - both tending your own plots as well as volunteering at 
CPDs, lending a hand to a neighbor, working on a common area project, 
or helping with one of our many events.

Check out this list of key accomplishments, we bet you’ll be as impressed 
as we are. And know that these are all made possible with help from you, 
our members. Thank you!

Events:
• Seed Swap
• Spring Meeting
• Workshops: Spring Shrub Pruning and Pruning & Caring for Roses
• Summer Solstice Supper Social & Take Back the Gardens
• 80th Anniversary Open Gardens
• FensFest
• Pollinator Garden Grand Opening
• Six Grill Days
• And Our Upcoming Winter Meeting

Keep reading to see recaps & photos of the Seed Swap, Open Gardens, 
FensFest, and Pollinator Garden Grand Opening

Projects:
• Spring Bulk Order
• Launch of the FGS Online Shop
• Accessible Garden Fencing and Surfacing
• Pollinator Garden Completion
• Apiary Hives Inhabited with Bees and Maintained by BABA
• HotBin Composting Pilot
• Power Corps Gate and Fence Building
• Security Lighting Installation
• Herb and Medicinal Garden Gate Design and Installation
• Food Donation Program
• And Seven Community Participation Days!

Keep reading to see recaps & photos of the Accessible Garden Work, 
Pollinator Garden Work, and more

There’s even more to be proud of with compost delivery, water system 
maintenance, trees maintenance, compost maintenance, wheelbarrow 
maintenance, membership listing maintenance, email communications, 
social media, park beautification, organizing external volunteer groups, 
ensuring the financial health of our organization, maintaining our standing 
as 501(c)(3) non-profit, new gardener sessions, liaising with BPRD, and so 
much more that we’d run out of space!

Again, Thank You to you, our members, for your work and support to 
make the Fenway Victory Gardens a successful and thriving community! 
We are grateful to you all!

Happy Gardening & Be Well,
Pam, Amy, Meredith, Christine, and Chelsea
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SEED SWAP RECAP
On a cold and blustery day in March 2022, an intrepid group of gardeners gathered for our 2022 FGS Seed Swap. On 
the patio of Thornton’s Grille in the Fenway, we enjoyed some light refreshments, and gardeners came to take from the 
bounty of seeds available and share some of their own. Conversations revolved around gardeners trading their own 
stories of seed starting, successes, failures, tips-and-tricks, and the like.

This year, we were thankful to a number of organizations for donating seeds and planting calendars for our organization.
The generosity of these donors also provided for our New Gardener Kits, which include, among other things, a planting 
calendar and a handful of seed packets. Donated seeds have also been placed at the CPD check-in tables this season. 
Bottom line – we had a lot of seeds shared across our gardening community. Let us know if you had a particular success 
or story to share about a seed packet you might have picked up. Did you try growing something new? Or unusual? 
What did you learn?

Photos by Christine Nelson



GARDENING TIPS
Hi fellow gardeners!

Here are some tips I have to share. Some I’ve learnt through experience, some through research or collaboration with 
another. Enjoy!

You can create a fertilizer teaming with good soil microbes by tossing a handful of high quality organic compost (from a 
garden center), in a watering can filled with water. Let it sit overnight and use this ‘tea’ to water around the base of plants 
the next day. The tea is best used in this timeframe since the microbial strength will usually begin to wane after 18- 24 
hours. The microbes will assist your plant’s nutrient uptake via the root system.

My favorite weeder is a fishtail weeder, with it’s simple yet brilliant design. Extending from a handle is a thin rod several 
inches long with a flat metal piece at the end, which is usually about 3⁄4 “ wide and V shaped- like a fishtail (almost). 
It looks more like a snake’s tongue to me, but I guess fishtail sounds nicer and some don’t have sharp points like mine 
does; they vary somewhat in end shape ..The great thing about this weeder is that it makes it easier to weed. You can 
dig in and skim along the side of the underground root deeply without disrupting much soil and other plants close by. 
Sometimes a trowel or small shovel is needed, but by far this weeder gets the most use in my garden.

Weeds running up a fence are annoying. In my first year of gardening, as I spread wood chips on my path to simmer 
down the weeds, it dawned on me - why not do the same around the inside of my fencing? I wanted to make it easier 
for myself, and deweeding a fence is no fun! Putting a 5-6 inch depth of a long strip of cardboard, newspaper or burlap 
along the inner fence, then covering with a healthy amount of chips helped to subdue weed growth there. Some weeds
did come up, but the amount was greatly reduced. In the next year or so, a new gardener I shared my idea with created 
a channel with a long piece of wood attached to the outside base of his inner fence posts, (it was a 2x4), then filled it
with wood chips. This only works if the fence posts are in your garden with the fencing on the outer side of the posts. I 
borrowed this idea detail for the back of my garden, and both methods have been really worth the effort, even though 
there’s a little added labor in the spring in doing so.

Speaking of labor, it can be disappointing to plant seedlings in, nurture them to harvest time only to find your best 
efforts thwarted by pesky critters. If you are new to gardening and want to grow your own veggies I’d suggest going with 
easy to grow varieties to avoid discouragement. Squirrels love tomatoes. They will take a few bites and leave behind the 
rest! That’s why I mostly grow smaller vining cherry or grape tomatoes. They are so prolific that I don’t miss the few that 
the critters get.

Chard and kale are an excellent choice-very easy and critter proof. Two chard plants grow enough for a couple of 
servings per week, with extra to share at peak growth throughout the summer; harvest several leaves and they grow back 
quickly. Kale is similar. Pests never bother my thyme plant either.

Consider that if you have a few easy, reliable picks you will probably be less discouraged if something else doesn’t work 
out. And this can embolden you to experiment and take risks with potentially more challenging acquisitions to your 
lovely garden. Onward we go! Wishing safety and health to all!

Elaine W-06
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COMPOSTING PLANT MATERIAL; METHODS AND MACHINES
By Victoria Stock

Here at the FGS we have composted our own waste with varied success.  Since 2008 we have been using the windrow method where compost is 
deposited in windrows that are turned and combined during the growing season to aid break down, then wintered over.  Next season we mound 
finished compost for gardeners to take.  

Our windrow system utilizes cold composting methods, where ambient temperatures, mesophilic microbes, insects, and Fenway wildlife aide in 
decomposition.

Recently we have acquired 3 “Hot Bins” as a pilot project for hot composting of invasive plants and their seeds.  These Hot Bins utilize warmer 
temperatures generated by thermophilic bacteria during decomposition to heat compost up to temperatures over 120 F, where many weed 
seeds and pathogens can be destroyed.   Implementation of this process will allow us to safely compost our invasives instead of wrapping them 
in plastic for deposit into the trash.

All compost piles need carbon and nitrogen, and to a lesser extent potassium and phosphorus.  These ingredients work together with microbes, 
insects, and animals to break down plant material.   Brown materials are understood to be carbon containing, where as green materials are 
classified as nitrogenous.  

Examples of brown and green materials:
Brown - paper, cardboard, dried leaves, sawdust, woodchips, straw
Green - coffee grounds, manure, food waste, vegetable waste, grass, plant leaves

An ideal ratio of green to brown is about 30-35:1.   This allows growth of microbes.  If judging by mass, about a 50/50 ratio by eyeball seems 
to work great!   Woody materials are high in lignin, which breaks down more slowly, while fruits are higher in cellulose, breaking down more 
quickly.  Adding too much brown (carbon) slows down the process, too much nitrogen (green) causes formation of ammonia and smelly pile.

Optimum conditions in a compost pile would include:  
A neutral PH (6-8), water, air, heat.
Larger pieces of plant material should be broken down or shredded to aid decomposition. 
Compost piles should heat up as they are activated, the heat is produced most efficiently in the center where it is insulated by cooler, outer 
layers.  Larger compost piles have larger heat centers and can get hotter.

Let’s compare hot and cold composting:
Hot composting is different.  Thermophilic bacteria work faster, generating temperatures between 115F – 158F, allowing for death of invasive 
seeds and pathogens.

In a compost pile, bacteria oxidize carbon, to form carbon dioxide, creating heat for every gram of glucose processed.  According to the 
extension center at WSU, 484-674 kcals of heat are released per gram of glucose.  Hydrolysis (splitting water) is also used to break down plant 
materials, and nitrogen is fixed from decomposing matter.  (see figure 1)
 
Hot vs. Cold  - Cold composting methods use Mesophilic (50-115 F) microbes to extract nutrients and break down plant material.  Also, to a 
lesser degree, Psychrophilic bacteria work between 0-55 F and give tiny amounts of heat, even in winter.  Thermophilic (115-158 F) microbes 
work in high heat environments and can generate temperatures of up to 158 F.  However, if compost pile reaches over 160 F, thermophilic 
bacteria will start to die off.  

Physical breakdown of compost materials also occurs in an ambient temperature compost environment. Actinomycetes, a higher form of 
bacteria, similar to fungus, break down more complex plant structures and woody materials, working best at moderate temperatures.  Fungi 
also works to break down tough materials. Insects and animals dwell in the compost pile, eat and nest, aiding in tougher, manual break down 
of plant materials.

Aerobic vs. anaerobic – During aerobic decomposition, nitrogen is fixed by nitrogen fixing bacteria, combined with oxygen to make NO3, and 
NO2, which can be directly taken up and used by plants.
Alternatively, anaerobic breakdown is slow and stinky due to putrification and production of ammonia.   This process is inefficient and loses 
nitrogen to the air, occurring in environments with too much green material and not enough oxygen, triggering the alternative nitrogen fixing 
pathway in the nitrogen cycle.  Here nitrifying bacteria change ammonium compounds to nitrates (NH4 to NO2), which are accessible to 
plants.
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NITROGEN CYCLE 
AND NOTES:
Atmospheric nitrogen falls to the ground with rain, 
is fixed into the soil with lightning, or through 
nitrogen fixing plants and microbes.  Nitrogen is also 
deposited into soils as animal manure.

Soil nitrogen is fixed by nitrogen fixing bacteria.  
Often these live in nodules on the roots of nitrogen 
fixing plants like legumes, clovers, lupine, false 
indigo, alfalfa, cliff rose, bayberry, alder, black locust, 
and so many more.

Fixed nitrogen is taken into the plants to make 
chlorophyl, build plant cells, create flower buds and 
set fruit.

Nitrogen can be leached from the soil as it is used 
and taken up into plants, or by denitrifying bacteria, 
often occurring in water-logged top soils, when it 
converts to N2 and oxygen O2, and it all heads back 
into the atmosphere.

HOT COMPOSTING
By Pam Jorgensen

Though the leaves and stems of invasive plants will decompose in the FGS 
compost piles, their seeds will not. Therefore putting invasive plants in the 
compost, instead of getting rid of them, helps to spread them throughout the 
gardens. This is why we tell gardeners to bag invasive plants and put them in 
the dumpster or trash and not in the compost.

The process of composting – the rotting of organic material – generates heat. 
If, Instead of composting in the open air, where that heat is dissipated into the 
atmosphere, we can provide insulation around the compost and contain the 
heat, the temperature within the compost will be much higher. The advertised 
advantage of this is that the organic matter becomes compost much more 
quickly - in a few weeks instead of months to years.   
 
A more important advantage of containing the heat is that the temperature of 
the compost should be high enough to kill the seeds of invasive plants. FGS 
has teamed up with the company that manufactures HOTBIN Composters to 
conduct this experiment. In August we obtained three 52 gallon composters. 
We are carefully monitoring these bins, and when they are up to temperature 
will begin adding the common invasive plants found in the gardens to the 
bins. Once the plant material has decomposed into compost, we will remove 
the compost and test it. We will put it in small pots and ask gardeners to take 
the pot home, treat it like a plant and tell us what grows in it. It is important to 
do this inside to avoid getting wind-blown seeds into the pots. If this works, 
we will recommend the purchase of additional and larger bins.
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GARDENERS OF THE FENWAY
Thanks to Maria Núñez Barrachina and Jelena Patrnogić!

About the project: In celebration of the 80th Anniversary of the Fenway Victory Gardens, 
the ‘Gardeners of the Fenway’ initiative highlighted our gardeners and their stories. 

MEET ASHLEY & TOBY! 
They’ve been gardening since July 2021 as a way to do something together. For 
Ashley, it’s a family tradition going back to ancestral farms, and Toby wanted to 
grow herbs for traditional German green sauce. 
 
“Our garden neighbors are very friendly, but we have no common language so 
communication is sometimes difficult. Shortly after we got our garden and before 
we got to know them a little, one of them came over one day while we were 
there and started examining our gate. We were very confused but just let it go 
since we could not communicate. When we came back the next day we found 
extensive repairs had been made to our gate and front fence area. This is only 
one of the examples of kindness and generosity our neighbors have shown us. 
Another time they came over and just started helping us shovel and move the soil 
we had delivered. No words between us were needed to appreciate one another. 
It’s so great to have nice neighbors!”

MEET NINA!
Nina has been gardening professionally and for fun since 2012, and in 
Fenway Victory Gardens since Spring of 2022. Nina’s garden is a little door 
to the Mediterranean with herbs from rosemary to basil, lavender, and 
Nina’s favorite - a potted fig tree.
 
“Growing my own fruits, vegetables, and herbs brings me lots of joy! My 
favorite plant right now is my potted fig tree! This is my first time trying 
to grow a fig tree in New England, and I’m excited for the challenge. To 
new gardeners, I’d say mulch your plants! Mulch is so helpful for water 
retention, controlling weeds, and for just making your garden look good.”

Jelena Patrnogić

FGS WINNERS IN THE 
MAYOR’S GARDEN CONTEST!
Fenway Gardeners Swept the Community Garden 
Category, Congratulations!!

FIRST PLACE: Steven Davy and Dionna Di Pierro 
SECOND PLACE: John Ruiz 
THIRD PLACE: Ellen Bowers 

Congratulations also to our Hall of Fame Inductees: 
Craig and Kimberly McNulty

FGS OUTSTANDING 
GARDENER & NEW 
GARDENER AWARD 

RECIPIENTS:
Lara Sinicropi-Yao (new)
Ana Cepeda Diaz (new)

Gerry Izzi 
Dan Doherty

Monica Ann Niewczas (new)
Raisa Gisser (new)

Tamara Petroff
Emma Baumgartner
Jan Hennecke (new)
Alexandra Schiffer

Daniel Bassett
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OPEN GARDENS
Open Gardens was a lovely event this past season! We had 
quite a few participants and they opened their plots to visitors 
on self guided tours. Be on the lookout for information for 
how to participate in 2023!

Photos by Jelena Patrnogić
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FGS POLLINATOR GARDEN 
 By Stacy Diamond 

On September 24, the Fenway Garden Society opened its new space dedicated to pollinator species, most of which are facing 
widespread pressure from climate change, habitat erosion and pesticides. The public was invited to view the long-awaited Pollinator 
Garden on this beautiful early autumn afternoon. On hand were local experts who explained the importance of pollinators to the 
ecosystem. The Pollinator Garden had its beginnings back in 2018 when a grant from the Boston Planning and Development Agency 
(BPDA) was awarded for the benefit and beautification of the Fenway neighborhood.
 

GRANT

The completion of the Pollinator/Butterfly Garden is the centerpiece of the grant, 
with two other initiatives to follow. Pam Jorgensen and Cameron Melo planned 
and designed the Pollinator Garden to support a range of native and migratory 
pollinators, all of which are facing pressure from climate change, loss of habitat and 
pesticides.
In particular the Monarch butterfly has come under threat of extinction due 
primarily to the eradication of milkweed, a plant on which its survival depends. The 
Monarch will lay its eggs only on milkweed plants and when the caterpillars are 
born they feed exclusively on the same milkweed. Commercial agriculture routinely 
uses weedkiller to strip farmland of milkweed, considered by the farmers as a 
nuisance.
In the Pollinator Garden the planting palette was chosen primarily among New 
England natives, varieties that will attract butterflies, bees and hummingbirds to an 
abundant source of nectar and pollen throughout the season. Among the plants 
selected thus far are: Anise Hyssop, Wild Columbine, Swamp Milkweed, Butterfly 
Weed, Purple Coneflower, Bee Balm, Catmint, Black Eyed Susan and New England 
Aster.
Anise Hyssop for example is easy to grow in zones 4-8, thriving in full sun and 
average, well-drained soil but adapting to dry soil or part shade if necessary. It is 
rarely bothered by pests, another important consideration.
At the garden’s entrance is a granite-tiled patio, giving visitors an area from which 
to view the garden without stepping on or among the plants. Upon the tiles and 
around the paths, a natural look and comfortable layout is maintained with three 
benches, tree stumps, ornamental grasses, and foliage.
Insects will inhabit the tree stumps and branches provided for them among the 
green foliage and bright flowers. As the closest resident pollinators, the FGS 
honeybees will be among the first to enjoy the blooms having only to fly a few feet 
from their hive to reach a nourishing meal.
 
OPENING DAY

Meredith Babine organized opening day - a steady stream of visitors were 
attracted to the shady spot to hear music, browse information tables and sample 
pollinator shaped cookies. FGS gardener Susan Povak released hand-reared 
monarch butterflies, Yin and Yang, the orange-and-black guest-stars of the day.
Larry VandeVenter from BABA (Boston Area BeeKeepers Association) - the 
organization that manages the garden’s hives - was on hand to answer questions 
related to beekeeping. Samples of fresh honey in the comb were offered to all.
Victoria Stock answered questions about composting, explained why and when 
to compost, and she showed samples for up-close examination. Always popular, a 
raffle was held with donations from Siena Farms, Paddle Boston, Tasty Burger, Flour 
Bakery, Walburgers and Johnnies along with an assortment of FGS merchandise. 
Not forgotten, there were various games for the children and musicians Connor 
Kennedy and Sumner Bright of Gr8 Dogs played beneath a leafy green canopy.
Prior to the opening of the Pollinator Garden, the plot was used as a teaching 
garden designed for community engagement with space for growing fruits and 
vegetables for donation. Maintaining those objectives, the Pollinator Garden will 
continue to deliver a range of educational experiences.
The layout features plants that will flower throughout the season, some blooming 
as others fade, with varying shapes, colors and sizes, all arranged for ease of 
identification. The herbaceous plants need room to grow since some will spread by 
rhizome or self-seeding if not contained.
Native plants are the foundation of a region’s biodiversity, providing essential 
food sources and shelter for bees, butterflies and birds, which are especially under 
threat from climate change. Adapted to local precipitation and soil conditions, they 
generally require less upkeep.
The new Pollinator Garden - like it’s sister Herb & Medicinal Garden - will be open 
from dawn to dusk during the summer and shoulder seasons, and closed nights and 
during the winter months - all are welcome.

Photos by Christine Nelson
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IN MEMORIUM 
 

We are saddened to share the news of the passing of a few of our 
fellow gardeners last year: Carl “Rick” Richter, Arthur Mattuck, 
Sister Jon Julie Sullivan, and Michael Henley.

Next time you are in your garden, or anywhere you can take a 
moment and connect to nature, please take a few moments of 
silence in honor of our friends. And, if you are able, make a point 
to lend a helping hand to a garden neighbor in need and “pay it 
forward” on their behalf.

Carl “Rick” Richter, 1955-2022:

Carl “Rick” Richter served the FGS community greatly in the roles 
of Area Director, Section Coordinator and for 3 years as Vice 
President of the Park alongside his beloved life partner, Elizabeth 
Bertolozzi. He was an outdoor enthusiast and could often be seen 
coming and going from the park on his bike, never seeming to mind whether it was sunny or pouring down rain. 

Rick spent hours upon hours helping anyone who needed assistance and was well known to our community for being a 
“workhorse” on CPDs. And he loved growing veggies and sharing them, especially with the Women’s Lunch Place.

Rick was a champion for the Victory Gardens as a community advocate in discussions with the City of Boston BPRD, BPD, 
Park Rangers, ENC, MRRP and many other organizations. His advocacy for the park made our gardens immeasurably 
safer during an incredibly challenging time and that legacy will last for a very long time. 

Rick always showed up with a big heart and managed challenging situations gracefully with an abundance of 
compassion, making a point to try and meet people where they are. Rick’s constant smile, presence and advocacy for the 
Fenway Victory Gardens will be sorely missed. 

Sister 
Jon Julie 
Sullivan

Michael F. 
Henley

Arthur 
Mattuck

Photos by Jelena Patrnogić
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THE FGS ACCESSIBLE GARDEN
 By Pam Jorgensen

Late in 2021, students from the Northeastern University student chapter of the American Society of Civil Engineers 
(NU ASCE) approached FGS about refurbishing the Accessible Garden. This garden was first constructed by NU 
ASCE about 20 years ago and refurbished about 10 years ago. By 2021, most of the elevated beds were falling 
apart and, though FGS calls it an Accessible Garden, it is far from ADA compliant. The nearby raised beds within 
the garden provide the opportunity to garden to those with accessibility and mobility issues, but the garden is 
neither accessible to nor usable by someone in a wheelchair.

We are looking to change that. FGS has received permission from the BPRD to build an ADA compliant pathway 
from the asphalt path through the Grove to the garden. The path has to come from the Grove side of the garden 
since the A path is not wheelchair accessible in both directions; to the northeast it is too steep and to the 
southwest the willow tree roots have made it terribly uneven. In addition to providing access to the garden, we 
plan to make a portion of the ground surface within the garden ADA compatible. In this portion of the AG we will 
install a seating area, wheelchair accessible beds, and FGS storage bins.

Another important part of this project is re-building the fence of the AG such that it is rabbit proof. This past 
summer (2022), we – the NU team and FGS Gardeners on CPDs - completed the fences along the A path and the 
F path. In the spring of 2023 we are planning on rebuilding the demising fence between the AG and the gardens 
along Row E and the short section of fence along the Grove. Also during the spring of 2023 we hope to install 
self-watering, wheelchair accessible raised beds. The Civil Engineering Department at Northeastern University is 
planning on holding a competition among students for the design of these raised beds. This fall the students are 
doing research by visiting other community gardens and assisted living facilities that have Wheelchair accessible 
beds.
 
We are extremely grateful for the hard work, skills,and enthusiasm of the NU students for their work and leadership 
on this project.

Photos by Nicole Catubig

Photos by Michelle Parkos



WHO RUNS THIS PLACE?
By Victoria Stock

Since 1942 the Fenway Garden Society has been an all-volunteer 
organization, and still is. It is a privilege to have a beautiful park to 
garden, in the center of a world class city. Together, we are collectively 
charged with maintaining our parkland and collaborating for improvement 
and function. 
Remember the good old days, early in the pandemic when the things 
you could count on were being stuck at home, fear of the unknown, and 
having time to tend your garden? Remember how the FGS was there for 
you?  Together we mulched the trees, masked, waved at each other from 
safe distances, asked old friends (covered from head to toe) “who are 
you?” Now, it’s nice to get back to some normal, go into the office, out to 
dinner, and visit friends’ houses. 

Still, FGS is still here, and we need you.

Did you know that the FGS is fully operated by your neighbors who volunteer 
their time? Each of our park leaders gives their labor for a year, without compensation or pay. Our volunteer leaders spend 10-40 
hours per week managing garden society business, interpersonal issues, park maintenance and improvement, safety concerns, future 
planning, programming, and diffusing harassment. 
At the annual winter meeting we vote on our executive governing board. This year, we have had a really hard time finding people to 
serve. Some people are happy to volunteer on projects, but don’t want to be on the leadership board because of harassment, which is 
unfortunately common, and the large time commitment.

Yet, we need people who will work to keep our park operational.
How can you help? You can volunteer two ways:
 1.       Volunteer for governing board service, or as an area director, we are always looking for future leaders.
 2.       Volunteer to assist Executive Board Members with duties, park projects, maintenance, and problem solving.

Additionally, keep the peace. Make kindness and help to solve problems, don’t lash out and make a hard-working park volunteer 
miserable.  As we strive to keep our greenspace compliant, safe, and beautiful, let’s cooperate, and give of ourselves to fully receive 
the bounty available, let’s be accountable for our words and actions, extending grace to those who give their time freely.  Gardeners 
with strong ideas may wish to consider taking on a leadership role in the future.

Volunteering feeds your soul and nourishes your neighborhood, satiates societies need for social structures, and if none of this inspires 
you, volunteer leadership pads your resume. It looks good on LinkedIn.  Each year the FGS is in need of a few qualified and 
dedicated gardeners to serve on the Executive Board, or as area directors. We often tap the people who “normally” do this work 
over and over and over.

It’s time for a fresh crop of gardeners to learn how to operate this special 501(c)(3) organization with a real budget, and constituency, 
discover the joy of urban cooperative faux-farming, dip your toes in city politics, and actuate your activist soul!  Assist an Executive 
Board Member and learn to work with the city on civil projects, write grants for park improvement, mobilize volunteer groups, energize 
neighbors, and provide healthy green space (and vegetables) for your community.

Please Plan to Volunteer!  Post your leadership position on LinkedIn, learn Robert’s Rules of Order, run meetings, submit officers’ 
reports, learn to delegate, mobilize groups, organize projects, fundraise, practice problem solving, and succeed. 

Since 1996 I have served as treasurer, VP of administration, subbed for VP of communication, dedicated 9 years to compost pile 
management, co-produced newsletters, and served 4 years on the nominating committee. I have put together 4 FensFests, secured 
a grant for the irrigation system, supervised installation of the perimeter fence project, along with community participation days. 
Bonnie Thryselius has served on the Executive Board on and off for 20 years, maintained common areas like the herb garden, and the 
entry garden almost single handedly. There is a group of dedicated women who loyally manage our trees, safe-guarding their health, 
quietly. Arthur Mattuck maintained and repaired wheelbarrows yearly, for 4 decades, and always planted the Richard Parker Memorial 
Stone, Arthur Rose headed the irrigation crew for decades. Wendell Booth has been dependably working on compost and irrigation 
for 30 years, Tom Keller has been assisting with building projects and providing guidance to whomever occupies the VP of the Park 
position for 10 years. There are so many others who step up every year, giving heart and soul to keep our park vibrant, and support 
the business side of operating the Victory Gardens. 

We love the Fenway Victory Gardens, they are there for all of us when we need them. The gardens have fed us, comforted us, given us 
friends, and, might be the most beautiful place in the world. Our park is historic.

During the pandemic I have been so proud of the large showing at community days, and the groundswell of support for projects 
like the pollinator garden, path chipping, restoring the compost piles after a year of pandemic neglect, and 
generally heartened by how our community felt like home, the way we collectively cared for our land and 
wildlife resource, even each other, almost silently, mechanically, out of habit, when the rest of the world felt 
like it was losing its grip. 

So please step up. Reach deep inside of you and find something to give back. Find energy to give to the 
future so that we can keep our garden park. Find time to nurture our community and care for our land.  Find 
time to learn the ropes, feed the fire, so that our light doesn’t burn out.

Contact the Nominating Committee if you are ready to serve as an area director,
Nominating Committee, Chair: David Patel, nominate@fenwayvictorygardens.org
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VIEW THE LIST 
OF PAST BOARD 
MEMBERS HERE:



THANK YOU FOR HELPING US GROW!
 
We are so grateful to our community partners and supporters who are 
helping our extended community evolve to a new normal and make 2021 
such a successful gardening season.

We would also like to thank the following city and state officials, officers, and 
workers for advocating and providing support for our historic parkland. 

The Fenway Garden Society
P.O. Box 230038
Astor Station
Boston, MA 02123

• Fenway News
• Fenway Community Center
• Fenway Quality of Life Alliance
• Fenway CDC
• Fenway Civic Association

• Operation Peace / Fenway 
Senior Center

• Fenway Alliance
• Emerald Necklace Conservancy 

(ENC)

• Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department

• Boston Park Rangers and Mounted 
Unit

• Boston Police Department (District 4)
• Boston Fire Department
• Boston City Councilor Kenzie Bok’s 

Office

• Senator William N. Brownsberger’s 
Office

• State Representative Chynah Tyler’s 
Office

• State Representative Jon Santiago’s 
Office

WINTER 
MEETING
December 3, 2022
10a.m.–12 p.m.
Zoom details coming soon

• Executive board reports
• Constitution & Bylaws updates
• Voting for 2023 board


